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 “I always pray with joy for you because of your partnership in the 

Gospel until now… It is right for me to feel this way about all of 

you since I have you in my heart…defending or confirming the 

gospel all of you share in God’s grace with me.” –Paul (Phil. 1:4-

7) 

 

July 1, 2014 

Dearest Prayer Partners, 

 

Удивительные новости Украины! 

Amazing news from Ukraine!  
I want you to hear it as I hear it, accent and all! 

 
Dear Manny,  

 

Greeting in Jesus Name.  

 

Would like to let you know that two regions in 

Ukraine (Donetsk area and Lahansk area) there 

is fighting.  

 

Some killed people and destroyed buildings. A 

lot of pressure on Evangelical Christians from 

Muslim’s terrorists and Russian Orthodox 

Church.  

 

We have several church planters there and it is 

hard to serve them in this moment. But they 

continue to do work. 

 

Few days ago in Luhansk region, one of our 

church planters (who was at seminar you taught 

last September) received a phone call in the 

middle of Sunday worship service from 

someone. On the other side of the wire he 

demand to immediately stop the service and threatened physical troubles.  

 

They prayed to God and continued service. Praise the Lord, it was only a threat.  

 

In Donetsk town, in the center main square, every day since three months ago is a tent for 

prayer meeting for peace and unity of Ukraine. The tent was there and people could come day 

and night to pray and eat simple food. A lot of people came there to pray together.  

 

Several days ago a pastor of prayer tent was brutally arrested. Prayer tent and all the 

equipment was destroyed. The pastor was beaten and warned that they cannot continue to 
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pray. Otherwise terrorists will shoot people from weapons.  

 

The next day for prayer came only 10 Christians. They sang several songs and prayed on their 

knees. Were a few shots, but no 

one was hurt inside.  

 

They ask us to pray for the 

strengthening of faith and peace 

in the region. The other regions 

in Ukraine life is usual. 

 

May 27, I had a meeting with all 

church planters. We had two 

hours fellowship and prayer time 

together.      

 

Please pray for Ukrainians and our country. Especially that we see clearly what God wants to 

do and wants us to do in that situation. R.K. (Pictures enclosed.) 

 

God help us to help them! To understand what is happening there, we must 

understand the concept of “FRIENDLY FIRE”—It’s what Jesus was talking about in John 

16:2: “They will put you out of the synagogues. Indeed, the hour is coming when whoever 

kills you will think he is offering service to God” (John 16:2). 

 

One of the most shocking experiences in the mission field is to experience “friendly 

fire.” The term is used in military circles to describe mistakes made in battle where the 

military mistakenly fires upon people who belong to its own coalition. 

 

Sometimes, of course, the “friendly” fire is not a “mistake.” It’s deliberate—the result 

of adversarial relationships within the ranks. Sometimes, a member of an armed unit will 

have an “accident”—and they die. These “accidents” are deliberate booby traps—prepared 

by those who are supposed to be on the same team! Tragically, thousands of such casualties 

have occurred in the history’s many wars. 

 

Today, there is agony in Ukraine 
On our first campaign in this country more than 10 years ago, we had our first encounter with 

the Russian Orthodox Church. We were doing evangelistic days in various neighborhoods of 

Kiev. In a rainy week, on the one and only sunny day, we had permission to do our activity in 

a certain park.  

 

Suddenly, in the middle of our setting up, the local priest of 

the nearby Russian Orthodox church approached our 

group with demands and shouts. You must leave the area 

immediately! he insisted. 
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We had done our best to plan ahead. We were careful to have a sponsoring 

Evangelical church for every activity, and Pastor Marchenko was “our guy” for this event. 

He plunged in and did his best to hold a civil conversation with the priest. The priest, 

however, was shouting and shaking with anger as Pastor Marchenko attempted to respond 

with a reassuring smile—and the complete set of permit papers in his hands. 

 

The priest looked like he could get violent any minute, but he 

eventually left—making very angry statements. Within ten minutes, the big, 

uniformed chief of police—five stars on his shoulders—showed up and 

asked to see our papers. Pastor Marchenko complied; the chief studied 

them. 

 

Then he folded the papers, gave them back to the pastor, and smiled 

apologetically.“Everything is in order,” he said. “You can continue—and 

no one can stop you.” Friendly fire will not harm you.  

 

(The translator later explained to me that the chief actually offered 

his apology two or three times, helplessly, as if to say, “However mad the 

priest may get, there’s nothing we can do. You are authorized!”) 

 

That day we “used” our authority to the fullest. There were more 

than 450 decisions for Christ in that park! This was the biggest day of our 

whole week-long campaign. Praise the Lord! 

 

Today ... a new, sad situation 
 

In the current destabilization of Ukraine, violence to the church has not been done by 

political forces, nor by military forces. Muslim terrorists and “Christian” Russian Orthodox 

people have taken advantage of the fact that “not everything is in order.” In the midst of the 

anarchy, the enemy is seizing the opportunity ... trying to tear down—or stop—whatever the 

church of the Lord is doing. 

 

My friend, I write these words with a heavy heart: Many today say that Islam is a 

peaceful religion; but in the fields where we see it firsthand, it is not peaceful at all. 

 

I am not alone in making this observation. Brigitte Gabriel, who wrote the 

groundbreaking bestseller, Because They Hate, lost her childhood to militant Islam, when 

Muslims poured into Lebanon in the 1970s and declared jihad against the Lebanese 

Christians.  

 

Because They Hate issues a stern warning that the United States is being targeted by 

Islam in the same way that Lebanon was. Jihad will stop at nothing short of domination over  

 

non-Muslim countries. (We have experienced this firsthand in countries too dangerous for 
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me to discuss in a letter to you!) 

 

Ukraine today—with the tension between “Evangelical” and “Orthodox,” is a 

challenge to us as followers of Jesus. When confronted with so many different brands of 

“Christianity,” we may be inclined—almost without thinking—to produce our own kind of 

Christianity.  

 

But none of the “private type” of Christianity is the “authorized” type. The only one 

that is “authorized” is from the one who spoke of “authority” in Matthew 28:18-20: 

 

“All authority has been given to me in Heaven and on earth. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 

Name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them 

to observe all that I commanded you; and Lo I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” 

 

This is the basis of our authority. It comes from the One who made the real stars in 

the heavens —He doesn’t just wear tin stars on his shoulders! 

 

Jesus meant for us to teach true Christians to obey all that He commanded us. The 

goal was not mere knowledge, but obedience, as Christ’s disciples. He warned us that people 

would persecute us, but He still sent us. 

 

So we go. 

 

The Great Admonition ... for you and me! 

 
Jesus said to those Great Commission Christians that He would be with them always, 

unto the end of the age. He is with those who are with Him. He is not ashamed to be called 

their God. 

 

This was His great admonition: “Blessed are you when people insult you and 

persecute you, and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be 

glad, for your reward in heaven is great; for in the same way they persecuted the prophets 

who were before you (Matthew 5:11-12). 

 

Let me tell you, from my heart, what this means to me ... 

 

There are Christians who wear crosses and do little else.  

 

There are Christians who bomb other Christians for being another “brand” of 

Christianity.  
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There are Christians who only pursue personal peace and affluence. 

 

Jesus wants us to be Great Commission Christians. 

 

His heart longs for us to obey the biggest command of all ... from the One 

who has ALL authority.  

 

He wants us to “hold the ropes” for our brothers in the fight.  

 

He wants us with Him, as they are with Him. 

 

Please let us join Him by joining them with our prayers and our support.  

 

This is not “politics as usual.” This is Onward, Christian Solders!  

 

As people prepare their vacation time, others of us prepare for SUMMER HARVEST. 

 

Please help us to be strengthened for the needs of the summer. We need your 

most generous possible gift, right now. 

 

Help us to be fueled and ready for all that God is showing us—you and us—to do! 

The harvest is ripe! 

For the Harvest, 

 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. I haven’t expressed clearly enough the pain of our brothers and sisters in Ukraine. It is 

agony for them. Please help us help them. Thank you in advance for the gift of love 

you’ll give today. 
 


