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May your walk with the Lord bring every good blessing to you and your loved ones as He promised: 

“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart. 

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him and he will do this.” 

(Psalm 37:4,5) 

 

May 1, 2018 

 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

 

Your love, your generous giving, your prayers have sent me to some extraordinary 

places over the years . . . 

 

. . . But never anything quite like this. 

 

Since my last letter to you, I have been to the rainforest of Brazil—teaching on the 

banks of the Amazon—carried by canoe, back and forth, at the start and end of each day! 

 

This must qualify as the most unusual 20-minute taxi ride of my entire life! 

 

At the missionary compound which served as my base of operations in the town of 

Tabatinga, it was a time of celebration—thanks to you! Here’s why: When the power grid 

goes down in the region, there’s no electricity. . . no lights, no air conditioning, no 

recharging batteries. It's a chronic problem . . . up to four months a year. 

 

But thanks to your strong support of our ministry, we were able to donate a new 

high-efficiency generator that can keep the lights on and the A/C going. They’ll also be 

able to keep the sewing machines running in the classrooms where some are learning to be 

seamstresses—a crucial skill for escaping poverty. 

 

As I headed to Brazil, I had a picture of it in my mind.  
Well, Brazil was not what I thought . . . It was WAY MORE! 

 

Maybe the most fascinating discovery was a young man named Moses. Not a very 

Brazilian name! Not what most Portuguese-speaking mommies call their little boys! 

 

But after I learned his story—and saw how God is using him—I completely 

understood why God would ordain this young man to be called “Moses.” 

 

Go back in time with me one full year, where Moses’ remarkable story begins. . . . 

 

It begins with his grandfather, a Ticuna tribesman from an area so remote, he 

doesn’t speak any Portuguese or Spanish. Visiting a frontier town on the Amazon, he met 

missionary, who himself was visiting from the large city of Manaus. The missionary 
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shared the Gospel with Grandpa. Grandpa couldn’t understand. The language barrier was 

too great. But he knew someone who could understand: his grandson, Moses. 

 

Struggling to communicate, the old man promised that he would bring his grandson 

back with him so he could learn from the missionary and then go back to teach the tribes. 

 

What a missionary vision—for an uncomprehending unbeliever! 

 

The missionary didn’t think anything would come of it, but a couple weeks later, 

here came Grandpa—with a tall young man by his side . . . Moses. What a beautiful 

connection: The biblical Moses came out of the longest river on earth, the Nile. The 

Brazilian Moses came out of the second-longest river on earth, the Amazon! 

 

The grandfather dropped Moses off. “I’ll come pick him up later,” he promised. 

The missionary—even though he was married to a Ticuna tribeswoman and understood 

quite a lot about tribal culture—wasn’t sure what Grandpa meant by “later.”  As it turned 

out, Moses lived and studied with him for four solid months. 

 

Four transformational months! 

 

Moses was totally in tune with his grandfather’s wishes. He lived with the 

missionary and his family. He became a believer and began to learn the fundamentals of 

Christianity. He became part of the workforce of the riverfront missionary compound. Four 

months later, Grandpa came back to collect him so he could share all that he had learned 

with the tribes up the river. 

 

Now fast-forward to last week. As I was making my way to Brazil, Moses 

was already heading back to the missionary compound. He started his 

journey long before I started mine. Why? Because even in his motorized 

canoe, it took him eight days to make the trip! 

 

But his passion compelled him. He had heard that I would be teaching on the 

Pentateuch—the first five books of the Old Testament—and he was eager to understand 

this portion of Scripture. 

 

During those intense days, deep inside Brazil, I was amazed to see how seriously 

Moses has taken his role. I taught eight hours a day—yet every night after dinner, Moses 

kept the 35 participating church planters another three to four hours to digest the material 

we had covered that day! Maybe it seems terribly draining, but they were actually happy 

for the time together. There’s no TV! And nowhere to go for “fun”! 

 

Then came the biggest surprise of all. . . . 
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On Wednesday, I taught about “God’s handbook on sanctification,” the mostly 

misunderstood book of Leviticus. In today’s culture, Leviticus is often maligned (it’s not 

“politically correct”!); but this book clearly expresses God’s desire that His holiness be 

reflected in His people, in both their worship and in their daily walk. 

 

I illustrated this God peeling away of the layers of our personality. He goes beneath 

the surface. He knows not only what we say and do on the surface. He goes below the 

surface. He knows what only our spouse knows. He also knows what we know that our 

spouse doesn’t know. He knows even what we hide from ourselves! He knows 

everything—and He wants to start making changes from the inside out! 

 

Yet here’s the amazing truth about us as people: Even as we look more and more 

deeply within ourselves and see that we’re not holy . . . still, we cling to an “illusion of 

goodness.” We carry around a carefully groomed self-image. 

 

When I teach this concept, I actually draw a picture for my students—a stick figure 

with a halo on his head. My own personal “illusion of goodness,” for example, is called 

“St. Manny.” This is how I tend to think of myself! 

 

I’ve taught this lesson many times, and usually my listeners “get it” right then and 

there. But in Brazil, there was a time delay. The church planters needed time—they needed 

to hear it again in their own language and chew on it awhile.  

 

Then, finally . . . as young Moses led them in 

digesting the teaching that evening . . . suddenly, the 

light went on. 

 

In that moment, the tribal people were stunned! They had NEVER understood that 

God knows all the layers—and that He cares about the inside. For them, it had always been 

all about what you do or don’t do.  

 

And as this reality reached them . . . they broke down and wept. They moved into a 

beautiful time of true soul-searching, and of confession, and of prayer. 

 

The next day as they arrived in class, I could sense the change. Their faces were 

sober. Their hearts were soft. They were resolved to live for God inside and out. 

 

If this had been the end of my Brazilian journey, it would 

have been more than worthwhile. But God had MORE in 

store. . . . 

 

After a six-hour flight, I found myself in the south of Brazil in the state of Santa 

Catarina with a longtime friend, Pastor David Seifert from California. There, in the town of 
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Florianopolis, he taught Romans, and I shared how we do evangelism and accelerated 

church planting. The key concept on my heart was simple: You can do more church 

planting in Brazil. 

 

Leaders had come from all over the country. Everyone was eager to reach further 

and faster. We met in one of the nation’s leading churches. For three decades they were led 

by a visionary pastor. Along the way, they actually built a $6 million facility for training 

and deploying Brazilian church planters! But the pastor died of cancer three years ago, and 

from that time, the grieving church had been trying to figure out how to go forward. 

 

When the leaders heard about World Link’s work in other countries, they were 

amazed—overjoyed! We quickly drew up plans for launching a strategy in the south—but 

throughout the week leaders from other parts of this vast nation quizzed us about applying 

the program to their own regions. Again and again I heard leaders say, We’ve been praying 

for years for a strategy—and this is it. 

 

It is now clear that we have an opportunity to launch 500 or more churches in 

just the first stage of our outreach. Within years, we can launch thousands. We’re 

already praying to establish four major teaching centers around the country—but 

Brazil is so massive, we need to add more as soon as possible! 

 

What is God doing? He is deploying “force multipliers”! It’s the idea I shared with 

you a few weeks ago. In South America’s most populous nation, the Lord has been setting 

the stage . . . through people like Moses, the Ticuna tribesman, taking the teachings of one 

missionary and multiplying them up and down the rivers of the north . . . and through the 

Christians of the south, working and praying to deploy church planters in the south . . . 

 

. . . And through you—praying and giving right where you are, as part of the 

beautiful tapestry God is weaving! You are a tributary, flowing life and hope into the lives 

of the river people. In their ministries, your gifts are multiplied—and like a river fed by 

streams, the work gains force and momentum. In God’s work, little becomes much! He 

strategically multiplies every effort we make, every gift we give. 

 

So I thank you—for sending me to Brazil . . . for investing in Cuba . . . for making 

your mark in Spain . . . for sharing with India . . . for making such a beautiful mark on your 

world through your support of World Link! 

 

And today, I urge you to stay in tune with what God has us doing together. Please 

pray about giving a generous gift again today to help us mount this massive new 

effort in Brazil and continue all the work that the Lord has ordained already. 

 

You remember, of course, the Israelites hearing about giants in the Promised Land. 

They jumped to the wrong conclusion! They panicked! Today, if you’re feeling that Brazil 
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is “too big,” I can see why. It’s gigantic! But our God is bigger! He is trustworthy. He is 

able to lead us from victory onto victory . . . if we will simply be His tributaries. 

 

Let’s stay in the flow of what God is doing! Let me hear from you quickly. Thank 

you, my friend and partner! 

 

In the Lord’s flow, 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. It would be easy to turn away, to think of Brazil as too far away. But Jesus died for 

every Brazilian as surely as He died for you and me. People need the Lord. Please share 

Him! Thank you again! God bless you! 

 

 

 

 

 


