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June 1, 2017 

 

 

Dear Ministry Partner 

 

Warm greetings from Madrid, Spain! 

 

Rejoice in the Lord ALWAYS, again I will say REJOICE! 

 

I am here teaching and we are three days away from graduating 42 students who are 

eager to serve the Lord! We are heading to the end of this school year and happy to launch our 

23rd graduating class here in Spain. There are students graduating from our extension schools 

all around the country. We have a group from the northeast, in Catalonia; from the north in the 

Basque country; from the south in Valencia; and from Madrid. 

 

So many different regions! So many different types of people! But all rejoicing in the 

name of Jesus! Celebrating their knowledge of the Bible and of sound doctrine! Thank you to 

every person who has given to make this day possible! 

 

Do I seem excited? It’s true! And it didn’t start here. Before coming to Spain last week, 

I was teaching in the Dominican Republic. Let me tell you about their grace!  

 

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians about the “grace of the Macedonians.” I can 

certainly identify with him. In the “D.R.” I experienced the joy of believers taking the truth to 

heart. It was a thrill to meet such humble and enthusiastic believers—some 40 pastors in my 

class. 

 

But it wasn’t just their humility and enthusiasm. They have other great virtues!  

 

One huge quality is their great teachability. They realized, after just a few hours, how 

little they knew. They did not respond reluctantly. “We’ve been isolated here,” they said, “and 

we don’t know how to verify what we’ve been passing on from one mouth to another! We need 

to be taught!” 

 

Next they began to ask specific urgent questions: “Can people lose their salvation?” I 

said no. “He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through him, since he always 

lives to make intercession for them” (Hebrews 7:25). “He is able to keep us from falling and to 

make us stand in the presence of his glory blameless and with great joy” (Jude 24), et cetera! 

 

Then they got more concerned—and more specific: “Are we under the law?” they 

asked. “We’ve been teaching that if a person does not tithe according to the law, he or she 

loses his or her salvation.” I answered no. “Paul taught that we are dead to the law” (Romans 

7:1-4). “Paul was incensed that Christians would try to go back to the law” (Galatians 1). 
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The people were stunned. For my part, I was amazed that they were so gently taking 

the teaching of the Word. 

 

Finally, a “BIG” question: “If we don’t lose our salvation, and we are not under the 

law, why do we have to give at all?” 

 

I took them to Luke 14:25-33:  

 

 “If anyone . . . does not hate father, mother, or himself, he cannot be my 

disciple” (verse 26). 

 If anyone does not take up his cross daily, he cannot be my disciple (verse 27). 

 If anyone doesn’t count the cost of following me, he cannot be my disciple 

(verse 28). 

 If anyone doesn’t consider his ability to finish well, he cannot be my disciple 

(verse 29). 

 If anyone doesn’t have the strength to successfully meet the challenge, he 

cannot be my disciple (verse 31). 

 None of you can be my disciple who does not give up all his possessions (verse 

33). 

 

The Dominicans concluded that it was easier when they thought they were under the 

law! But Jesus said discipleship that has lost its potency, like salt, is useless for the soil—or for 

the manure pile (verses 34, 35). 

 

Then the Dominicans confronted me: “You can’t leave us like this. Now that you know 

how much teaching we need, you have to come back and teach us!” So we immediately made 

plans to teach the foundational book of Romans for the group at the end of July. I’ll go over 

with Dr. David Seifert, a dear pastor friend. 

 

They are amazingly, humbly willing to admit that they don’t know everything—that 

they need teaching.  

 

But they also don’t know this: They have a wonderful treasure. Here’s what I mean: 

They’re the most outspoken, evangelistic, sharing group of Christians I have met in all my 

travels—and I assure you, this is not an overstatement! 

 

In the hotel breakfast line, a woman and the chef were praising Jesus as they loudly 

greeted each other. They also studied everyone’s reaction to see who was in the crowd. The 

waitresses and the hotel workers were wishing me a blessed day and God’s grace every time 

we ran into each other. 
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I began to notice that many businesses in D.R. bear biblical names, or one of the 

various names of God. Even gas station attendants were wishing me God’s blessings as they 

greeted me or said goodbye. They all wanted to know if I already knew the Lord. 

 

This “grace of the Dominicans” was the most convicting and lasting impact of the 

whole trip. For me, it was probably the single most convicting lesson so far this year! I 

couldn’t help comparing their witness to what goes on in the U.S. Unlike the D.R., we have a 

saying that “you should never talk about religion or politics.” 

 

As a matter of fact, we do talk about politics daily. Another fact is that our witness for 

Christ has borne the brunt of that bad little axiom! 

 

(I decided to Google the question: Why is it considered rude to talk about religious or 

political issues? I got 4.2 million hits! Most of these webpages were not following the advice, 

however. The articles that supported this “wise old saying” were not following the Bible!) 

 

Let me back up one step further. Before visiting the Dominican Republic, I was in 

India. I could fill even more pages about them!  But here is the bottom line: The courage and 

determination of the Indians under fire . . . the eager, bubbly sharing of the Gospel by the 

Dominicans . . . the traits of Christians in so many countries . . . makes me ponder how you 

and I should live! 

 

I keep thinking about the words of Jesus that I shared with the Dominicans: “He cannot 

be my disciple!” This chilling statement is repeated over and over and over. So many would 

readily consider themselves His disciples—yet can they be? 

 

Here is the real question for each of us: Am I His disciple? Are you? Are you obeying 

the Lord in the various areas of your life? I know I’m trying hard to be a disciple, and I am 

following as much as I can. But discipleship is a daily thing. 

 

And so, I bring you this thought: Summer harvest is here. This is a crucial moment in 

which to be an obedient disciple.  

 

What will it look like?  

 

 Well, Jesus wants His disciples to be like Him: “It is enough for the disciple 

that he be like his master, and the servant as his Lord” (Matthew 10:25). 

 

 Jesus says that He is at work with the Father: “My father is working until now, 

and I myself, I’m working.” There are many happy fields where we can join 

the Father in His work. There are many adventures to come, great and strategic 

ways in which we can be His disciples! 
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 We can be His witnesses at home and abroad, as He calls us to be—in 

Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and all the way to the ends of the earth. Note that 

the choice He offered is not “either or” . . . but rather “both and.” 

 

This is a calling to JOY. It’s a calling to BLESSING. You and I have the privilege of 

making a personal contribution by joining Him . . . and joining hundreds of others who are 

serving the harvest fields of the Master. 

 

We have a wonderful, happy new set of disciples in Spain, India, the Dominican 

Republic, Cuba, Ukraine, and beyond. Even with great distances between us, our lives were 

meant to be linked together.  

 

Today more than ever, thanks to modern technology, we can share . . . we can see 

what’s happening at the other side of the world—from the convenience of our home or office! 

 

The world has shrunk—and the task has shrunk!  

 

We can accomplish more today than we have ever before! 

 

The only question is . . . will we? 

 

As our students finish the year at school, we also are finishing our fiscal year. Next 

month we face the challenge of “orphan blessings” . . . all the happily accomplished projects—

beautiful victories—but projects which we have yet to pay for. 

 

So I urge you to prayerfully consider the need, and the opportunity, before us at this 

moment. 

 

India in particular—a country under mounting pressure and persecution—has a number 

of orphaned blessings. We’re behind by $36,000, a shortfall which has accumulated in the last 

six months. Please give today to keep our 400 church plants going. I am praying that God will 

give us partnering disciples to partner with those in the field courageously serving the Lord. 

 

Let me be specific, and I hope you will pray about these opportunities specifically: 

 

We need immediate individual gifts to erase the $36,000 deficit. 

 

We also need faithful partners giving $500, or $200, or $100 a month to step into the 

gallant true-disciple role. 

 

Will you count the cost? Will you answer the call? Will you be a disciple in either of 

these ways? I pray your answer will be yes. 
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May God richly bless you as you join the Son in the work with the Father. May the 

Lord embrace you warmly and joyfully as one of His disciples! I look forward to hearing from 

you soon! 

 

Rejoicing in His service, 

 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. In the Dominican Republic, they’re working. In India, they’re laboring. In Spain, they’re 

giving their all. What will we do? Let us step up to the call of discipleship with them! 

Thank you in advance for giving generously today, or even committing yourself to the 

cause every month. Whatever you feel led to do, that’s what I pray you’ll do, right now! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


