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CHRISTMAS IS COMING! 

Warmest greetings in this most wonderful time of the year! 

The wonder of the angels appearing to the shepherds . . . the 

baby in the manger . . . the people in darkness illuminated by 

His light the world over. . . . It keeps us preaching the arrival 

of the Savior all over the world! Thank you for sharing this 

wonderful adventure with me! 

 

December 1, 2018 

 

Dear Ministry Partner, 
 

 Imagine a place where the government required you to be an atheist—  

 And if you don’t comply, you were shunned in every realm of life—  

 But if you did comply, your reward was membership in . . . the Communist 

Party! 

Well, you don’t have to imagine such a place. You already know knew about this  

place. It’s a place called Cuba. For decades, the only people who could function in Cuban 

society were Communists—and as recently as 1985, Fidel Castro said that he had forced 

all non-atheists out of the Communist Party, demanding absolute adherence to Marxist-

Leninist doctrine. 

Even in recent years, the Communist-controlled central government of Cuba has 

held a firm grip on its people—in their work, in their travel, in their finances, everything. 

Freedom? Yes, but on their terms. 

So . . . is this a place where you want to attempt ministry? I say absolutely! 

Jesus declares in John 8:36, “If the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.” We 

have seen over the years that God has a great idea for Cuba . . . and His idea is freedom 

through the Son. By the grace and power of the Lord, our teams have launched 13,000 

churches across this island nation, a place roughly the size of California.  

With the strong support of caring Christian friends like you, our ministry in Cuba—

even after decades of state-mandated atheism and Communism—has brought freedom 

through Christ to multitudes of Cuba’s people! 
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Yet the Holy Spirit has compelled us to achieve MORE. One gripping question—

you might call it a “crazy idea”—has motivated me and inspired me continuously for 

years: What if we met with officials of the central government? Could we gain ground for 

the Gospel? What could God do through such a meeting? 

Well, my friend, I bring you incredible news: IT HAS HAPPENED. 

We’d been scheduled to meet at the central government headquarters on several 

occasions; but each time, the meeting was canceled. As I visited this week, our leading 

Cuban pastors and I sensed that something was different. Somehow, the authorities had 

decided: “The time is now.” 

As the meeting approached, several groups of our Cuban brothers and sisters went 

to prayer. Some fasted. Tensions were high. The risks were great. If the meeting went 

badly, the central government could take action against our churches. A single slip-up in 

our conversation with the officials—use the wrong word to describe a transaction, for 

example—and the consequences could be terrible.  

I’ll give you just one very simple but chilling example: 

Think of the words donation and gift. Let’s say I bring a piece of equipment into 

Cuba, planning to leave it behind with a church group. If I call this equipment a 

“donation,” it will be confiscated. Why? Because the state regards itself as the only entity 

suited to determine where a “donation” will best be utilized “for the good of the people.” 

But if I call this item a “gift,” then this transaction can be regarded as private, and 

legally so—simply a thing that I want to give to some individual or entity. 

Likewise, the word purchase: You and I use this word casually, but in Cuban 

government circles, under their strict laws governing religious activity, the word purchase 

is loaded. If I “purchase” a car, for instance, to provide transportation for a church group, 

this transaction must be approved by the government in advance—otherwise, I’ve broken 

the law! On the other hand, if the church group has simply “acquired” the car, there’s no 

questioning. 

You can see why our entire group was jittery with apprehension. Would we use all 

the proper terms? Could we stay out of trouble with the government? 

Finally the moment came. It was surreal walking the 

hallways in the very nerve center of Cuba’s central 

government! The pastors there with me could hardly 

believe it was happening! 
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I was “prayed up.” I had asked God to help me understand how to handle every 

question. And I also felt the assurance of knowing that so many were praying for us. I 

trusted that the Lord would answer our prayers! 

In that momentous conference, I planned to answer each and every one of the 

officials’ questions from a strictly biblical perspective. It would be a modern-day version 

of the “it is written” approach that Jesus Himself took! I felt a total peace about this 

strategy.  

And God helped us. When it was over, the government officials expressed real 

appreciation for our interaction. They finished the meeting looking forward to meeting 

again—and to a relationship with “clear communications.” 

Our Cuban brothers in ministry were shell-shocked! There was a 

“night-and-day difference” between what they expected and what God 

delivered! But we serve a big God . . . a God of limitless power . . . a 

God of surprises! 

And today, for the first time in the entire history of ministry to the people of Cuba, 

we have a “foot in the door” with the state leaders. Who knows what God will do 

through this new open channel of communication? My prayer is that God will use this 

extraordinary moment to multiply the impact of the Gospel in even greater ways all across 

Cuba! 

Indeed, we saw a glimpse of that even greater future while we were ministering 

there in Cuba. WHAT A HARVEST! 

A wonderful group of partners from the Atlanta area accompanied us on this trip. 

Their church helped us launch our first work in Cuba, and they’ve served faithfully with us 

ever since. I remember their pastor asking me 20 years ago: “What would happen if our 

10,000-member church were to go to Cuba with you?” I was thrilled by such a prospect! 

“It would be like parking an aircraft carrier off the coast,” I replied, “and blitzing it with 

the Gospel!” 

(Pastor Wright proceeded to lead his church in helping us launch a nationwide 

effort—sharing the Gospel with every province in Cuba!) 

The Americans who came with us to Cuba last week were mostly lifetime 

Christians raised in Bible-believing homes. Some had wandered from the faith in their 

youth, then eventually came to the realization that they needed “the real thing,” and they 

made a real commitment to Christ. 
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Their combined message was perfect to share with our audiences in Cuba: You 

need an authentic relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ. No imitations will ever get you 

there. You need a real commitment to the faith. Anything less will end in frustration and 

failure!  

Hearing the visitors’ clear and purposeful testimonies, along with exhortations from 

the Scriptures, the Cubans’ responses were overwhelming. Everyone wanted to get into a 

genuine relationship with the Lord, making Him the focus of their lives! Those who had 

never known Him, and those who doubted they had made a clear decision, wanted to settle 

the matter.  

There were 350 decisions to receive Christ for salvation! 

Let me share one amusing story with you—which I shared with the Cubans. A 

pastor friend in El Salvador went to the hospital to visit a member of his church. As he 

entered the ward, he was surprised to see from a distance that his friend was smoking a 

cigarette. The pastor decided to pretend not to see him. When the patient noticed his pastor 

approaching, he quickly cupped the cigarette in his hand and slipped his hand under the 

covers! 

My pastor friend prayed a quick prayer asking forgiveness—“Lord, I want to see 

if he will burn his hand or burn the bed down!”—and then proceeded to play a naughty 

trick . . . pretending not to know about the cigarette. 

I’m so glad to see you! he began. The patient greeted him cheerfully, but claimed 

that he couldn’t stay awake because of his medications. No problem! the pastor insisted. 

They would have a great time together in the Word—reading Psalm 119 (the longest 

chapter in the Bible!). The patient insisted he would soon be falling asleep. You’re right! 

the pastor replied. Go ahead and sleep! I’ll just sit here and pray for you till you wake from 

your nap! 

There seemed to be no way to get rid of him! Finally, the friend sheepishly pulled 

out his hand. “I knew you had it,” the pastor said quietly. “So why did you hide it?” The 

patient answered that he was trying to “protect his testimony.” Ha! 

Imitation Christianity not only fails to generate the blessings and rewards 

we long for . . . it brings shame and loss! Authentic blessings are a 

byproduct of authentic acts of obedience in pursuit of a kingdom agenda. 

Obedience is the vehicle of blessings. Without obedience, there is no 

conduit to transmit them. 
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Wrong motives deter us as well. We “have not because we ask not”—but 

sometimes when we ask, our motives are wrong: We’re asking in pursuit of a self-centered 

agenda. 

Authentic Christianity, authentic results—the connection between the two became 

powerfully obvious last week in Cuba. I witnessed a lot of decisions throughout the 

week—people wanting to make things right. The prevailing prayer was found in Psalm 

139:23-24, which I have translated from Hebrew like this: 

“Search me, Oh God, and know my heart. Try me and know my ‘ambivalent’ and 

‘divided’ thoughts. See if there are any idolatrous thoughts in me. Remove them, and lead 

me in the ways of eternity!”  

This remains my prayer today . . . for myself, for you, for our workers in the fields, 

and for the multitudes they’re reaching. Pray it with me! Pray for authentic results! 

I know that God will honor such a prayer. What could God do through us as we 

engage in authentic acts of obedience? We got a glimpse of the answer this week in 

Cuba—from the victory of a great Harvest week, to the victory of opening new doors for 

the multiplication of the Gospel! His truth is marching on into a new banner year! 

So are we tired? NO. We are inspired! Is it time to rest on our laurels? NO. We 

must run the race marked out for us! We must end the year with enough energy and 

empowerment to launch the next mighty year of Harvest. We must go from these victories 

with the full awareness that the enemy wants to make us fumble. 

 

Please help make this year’s end a resounding victory! Let me hear from you 

with a generous “Christmas gift for the ministry.” Thank you in advance! God bless 

you! 
 

With Joy in the Harvest! 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. Please focus with me! The enemy would choke off our supply lines! I pray that 

you will be alert and protected—and passionate in obedience in pursuit of authentic 

results! And I pray your heart will be moved to make one final investment in the 

Harvest before the end of this year. Let’s score BIG for the Lord’s work, as we put 

2018 in the books . . . and follow Him to the victories of 2019! 
 


