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Warm greetings to you and your loved ones as we make our way through 

winter. May you remember the goodness of the Lord and rejoice that “the 

Right Hand of the Lord never changes.” His goodness to you will go on as 

always! (Psalm 77:10) 

 

         March 3, 2015  

Dearest Ministry Prayer Partners 

 

As I write these words, I am icebound in North Texas . . . . 

 

What a contrast to just three days ago when I was in Cuba and Panama. The wonder of it all is 

that just as the sun is shining above the clouds, God’s work continues churning and growing around the 

globe. 

 

I’m writing to you from my first two-week stay at our home office since January 2. Since then, I 

have been to several countries, and I am happy to bring you this simple, joyful report: 

 

We are looking at a bigger year than any we have seen so far! 

 

India. Amazing. 
I shared with you about India. You’ve seen the desperate situation in that region. Our heart’s 

desire is to launch 1,000 church plants there in 2015. We pray that this will be only the beginning of a 

tremendous wave of 20,000 church plants! 

 

Even before getting back home, I began receiving emails from folks in India eager to speed up 

the clock—hurry! They want to get underway early! I was hoping to make our next meeting in June to 

launch the first church plants in the fall of 2015. But the pastors there are pleading to make the meeting 

in April—in just a few weeks! It’s a terrific challenge—it’s a “good problem”—it’s exciting! 

 

What a thrill that they’ve caught the vision! Nobody has to warm them up to the idea or get them going 

on executing the plan. They’re ready! We met originally with 73 pastors, but this time there will be 365 

church planters ready to receive the strategy, ready to go to their towns and begin the adventure. Then, 

from this first outreach in Chennai, we’ll begin replicating the model in other areas of the country.  

 

Liberia. Incredible. 
Liberia is also knocking at our door. Ebola, by God’s grace, is fading in the rearview mirror. 

God has blessed the medical initiatives with the victory we all longed for; the storm is abating. Schools 

have reopened; the students have returned to their classes. Treatment centers are operating, but the 

number of cases in some has slowed down to as few as three per week. 
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When we launched our work in Liberia—with the “angel of death” nipping at our heels—I told 

our leaders there: “When we choose to birth these churches, we begin a journey with our God which 

takes from the realm of darkness to a pilgrimage toward a promised land. We are crossing the Red Sea 

and following the Captain of our faith! There is no pathway back; we have passed the point of no 

return.” 

 

So it’s been exhilarating in recent days to receive messages from these leaders exhorting me to 

return to Liberia and see what God is already doing there! “Remember, Brother Manny, we have 

crossed the Red Sea,” they’re saying. “We are marching forward and we must not, and cannot, go 

back!” 

 

My response: Hallelujah! With Jesus as our Captain, we are setting up a Gospel grid for a 

country that has been ignored for a very long time. What we must do now is to obey the Lord and not 

wander for 40 years in an arid wasteland. It is for us to go forward now—to cross our Jordan 

River—and to conquer new ground!  
 

Liberia is not an end unto itself. It is a gateway to all of West Africa. We must march on from 

our beachhead into Sierra Leone, Guinea, and Ivory Coast. May the Captain of our faith lead the way! 

We’re already receiving calls inviting us to come and help baptize the many converts into new 

congregations! 

 

Cuba. Phenomenal. 
I’ve also been to Cuba a second time since January 2. Returning a second time so soon, I have a 

sense of constant harvest. On this second visit, we led hundreds more to salvation. Yet this is only the 

portion of the work that I was able to see personally. There are thousands and thousands more people 

being presented with the Gospel by our nearly 600 workers as well! 

 

I wish you could have been with me to meet Pedro. He had gathered hundreds of converts and 

guests into a borrowed auditorium—and just as many were left outside unable to squeeze in. People 

who traveled long distances and arrived last never got into the building. 

 

Pedro has been church-planting for years, but this was his first event of such magnitude. He’s so 

thrilled to see such explosive growth; he can hardly sleep at night. A few weeks ago when I saw him in 

Villa Clara, he was excited to report that he had 8 “mission points” (which typically grow to become 

daughter churches). The next time I saw Pedro, his 8 mission points had become 11—and now he 

expects to have 20 by year’s end! 

 

Please pray for Pedro and the whole region of Ranchuelo. (Please pray for his wife, Janet, too. 

They’re still trying to have children, after more than 10 unsuccessful years.) 

 

Now let me ask you . . . Are you “flashing back” to a somewhat similar account of someone 

else’s missionary journeys? If you’re feeling that this letter reads like Paul’s in the New Testament . . . 
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so am I! The names and locations are different, but the Spirit’s strategy is very much the same. 

 

It was “the early New Testament all over again” in the town of Pavon, where I met one of a 

hundred church planters working with Andy Garcia from Caibarien. A large group of believers was 

gathered in a long auditorium, thrilled to be having their first conference where even guests from the 

U.S. were participating. They sang their hearts out with genuine happiness. It reminded me of Psalm 

126:2: “Our hearts were filled with laughter and our mouths with joyful shouting.” 

 

This event was the “hottest ticket” in this isolated town—but it was more than an event. It was 

all about God doing something real in their lives. My heart melted to see their rejoicing in the 

simplicity of praising the Lord. 

 

Daimí, a young vocalist who leads worship with our evangelistic team, was deeply touched. She 

is Cuban, but she got to see people and churches that she didn’t know existed. We made a point of 

visiting only new works we had never seen before, and Daimí was surprised again and again to see 

what God is doing in her own country.  

 

(In fact, she had never before been anywhere in the eastern half of Cuba. She was shocked to 

begin realizing the magnitude of our work in the entire island!) 

 

And even this is not the end of the news. Let me take you briefly to the tragic land of Ukraine. 

Here are the amazing facts: 

 

 People participating in our project, evangelizing or being evangelized: 18,352. 

 People who were presented with the Gospel: 12,537. 

 Known conversions now being followed up: 588. 

 Churches planted: 164 (in addition to 789 already planted before the year began, each of which 

is planting an average of two additional churches as you read these words). 

 

Incredibly, all of these successes are happening in the midst of a seemingly unresolvable war! 

 

All of this and more is happening by God’s power and love through you. 

You might imagine your part as very small. But the truth is this: We could not do what we’re doing in 

the fields unless people like you are involved—committed—generous—faithful. God is using you to 

bring His work to pass. 

 

In Cuba or in Liberia, certainly in India, we may feel very small in relation to the vast scope of 

the work. We may feel downright insignificant! I myself sometimes feel like nothing more than the 

“chief suggestion-maker.” I know that the leaders planting churches feel small given the size of the 

task. As Dawson Trotman, founder of the Navigators put it: “We are a bunch of nobodies trying to exalt 

SOMEBODY.” 
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Friends of our ministry who traveled to Cuba with me in recent weeks experienced a profound 

sensation of “insignificance.” One of them humbly asked me, “Do you think we should have come?” I 

answered, “The 250 people or so who received eternal life are going to be forever grateful that you 

came. And if they share their faith with others, as most do in Cuba, many people will make it to eternity 

because you said, “Yes, I will do it. I will go.” 

 

Today, it’s your turn—once again. Will you do it? Will you pray? Give? Go? No one is 

insignificant who is exalting the Savior. God still uses us, with our simple loaves and fishes, to feed the 

multitudes! 

 

Please join us as we join Him yet again this month. Make it a habit, make it a life pattern. Make 

it your life. We are seeing wonderful gains because we are serving Him together! 

 

Please let us hear from you as we serve the Master together. Let us make this our life message! 

Let us make it our life focus: “To me to live is Christ, to die is gain!” (Philippians 1:21). 

 

I pray you’ll be inspired to give generously today. We need you! 

 

God bless you, and may He add all things unto you and your loved ones! 

 

With a heart full of hope for the world, 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. God has blessed us so richly. Now let us share the blessing with those who don’t know Him. 

Thank you in advance for giving a beautiful gift today expressing your love for the Lord, and for 

His work.  
 
 


