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May 1, 2016 

Dearest Ministry Partner,  
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you and your loved ones; the Lord make his face to 
shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up the light of his countenance upon you and 
give you a perfect peace. (Numbers 6:24-26) 

 
It’s time to celebrate! God has given us 25 years of seminary ministry training 
Christian leaders for the Harvest. We rejoice not simply in a number on a 
calendar, but in the IMPACT of our work together! We praise God for the 
synergy, the momentum. God has used us all over the world in powerful ways! 

 
Our beloved mentor, Howard Hendricks, used to say, “Without a contact, there is no 

impact! With greater momentum, there is greater impact!” What started as a young couple with a 
couple of babies going to Spain, hoping and dreaming of planting one church . . . is now a reality 
. . . beyond our wildest dreams! 

 
A dear friend, Pastor David Seifert, has been with us all over the world, served on our 

board, and often comes to teach with us. “You know, Manny,” he said to me recently, “I don’t 
think people really know all that you do, or all the places where the ministry is involved. I think 
it would be really helpful for them to have a visual that would show the impact at a glance.” 

 
Good idea, Pastor David! Along with my son, he began to develop a world map of our 

outreach: the evangelistic campaigns, the training, the church planting, and other ministry 
activities. 

 
The result is astounding: You can see activity from one extreme of the globe to the other 

with amazing coverage from north to south. On the original version of the map, they tried to 
show the sum total of our activities over the past 25 years. It was too congested! But even with 
about two-thirds of our work trimmed away just for the sake of readability, it still shows a 
footprint on the whole world! 

 
As you’ll see, all the initiatives begin in Spain, simply because that’s how God led us. 

For the first 15 years, we were living as missionaries in Spain. 
 
But my family and I were only the starting point. You should appear on the map too — 

as a gold line, drawn from your own city and state, empowering the work around the world. This 
map is a testimony of what the Lord has accomplished through your obedience to his leading. 
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You are a vital link! You are the root, planted where you are. Without the root 
there is no fruit! One thing I did not understand fully when we started World Link 
Ministries was who the “link” was going to be. I didn’t realize that I was going to be 
setting up links between friends like you and multitudes in other countries—and then 
shuttling back and forth between them all myself, seeing it happen before my very eyes! 

 
At this point I have flown 4.8 million miles on American Airlines alone. I can’t 

count the many miles on many other airlines to places where American doesn’t fly. 
 
I actually started in ministry 31 years ago; we’re celebrating 25 years of seminary 

impact.  My hair was black, now it’s gray. But don’t assume the fire is out just because 
there’s “snow on the roof”! The passion still blazes within! And more—because your 
passion, and the passion of many other partners, is now fueling the fire! We have plenty to 
be passionate about—because we have discovered together that our ministry model 
works—in every field God calls us to!  

 
Wherever doors open, and God’s people join in the 
equation, the quotient is always the same: Eternal fruit! 
Fruit that remains! 

 
We are not alone, simply struggling ourselves against the odds. We have Him. 

Jesus said that He is the True Vine and we are the branches. The Father is the Vine 
Dresser. So you and I have not been on our own all these years, bearing fruit. We have 
been in the best company. We are working in conjunction with the members of the Trinity: 
Jesus the True Vine; the Father Vine Dresser; and the Spirit—who produces the growth 
and maturity.  

 
In our small steps of obedience, God has been growing great works, which started 

as a tiny mustard seed. God gives a vision not as the port of final destination, but as a 
lighthouse pointing the way! As we move forward in our daily lives, we strive to get at the 
light we see. As we grow closer, we see more than what we saw in the beginning, and our 
vision changes. It grows. 

 
From the lowly beginnings, with a vision to go to Spain to plant a church, now we 

see thousands of churches—not only in Spain, but in Cuba, in Ukraine, in India. The work 
is picking up exciting speed! Some have asked if I’m tired, or thinking about retirement, or 
at least slowing down. I’m amazed to hear this! In the Bible, the people God used the most 
were old! 

 
So what’s our next “lighthouse”? What is the renewed vision, beyond this 25-

year anniversary? If we look to the book of Joshua, the answer is this: We are out to 
conquer new ground! As the old hymn so beautifully declares: 
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My heart has no desire to stay where doubts arise and fears dismay. 
Though some may dwell where these abound, my prayer, my aim, is higher ground. 
Lord lift me up, and let me stand by faith on Canaan’s tableland: 
A higher plane than I have found. Lord, plant my feet on higher ground. 
 
Our higher ground will be a “total ministry upgrade”! Not just a building to serve 

as a bastion for teaching the inerrancy of the Scriptures and proclaiming the Gospel to the 
nations, but a whole ministry upgrade—to reach greater goals: higher ground. 

 
Here’s the higher ground God is calling us to: 
 

• INDIA has a fantastic future, with a very doable potential of 20,000 churches as just 
a mid-range goal! A thousand church plants sustained on a monthly basis would 
cost only $15,000 a month. A “bargain” by any standard! 

 

• CHINA is a twin to India, with huge possibilities. In these two nations, the most 
populous on the planet, we have the potential to replicate the astonishing success of 
our work in Cuba. 

 

• JAPAN has 750,000 Nikkei Japanese—Japanese people born outside Japan—who 
can be trained and mobilized as the biggest missionary task force Japan has ever 
known. Nikkei born in Latin America speak Spanish like natives, yet as ethnic 
Japanese, they can share perfectly with Japanese people. Multitudes of Nikkei are 
already Christians! We need to train them and deploy them. We need to empower 
them to reach across the length and breadth of that country! 

 

• MEXICO presents us with the challenge of 32 desperately needy states in the midst 
of chaos and convulsions. Corruption and a faltering economy are provoking an 
urgent search for God and for the help that only God can give.  

 
And there’s more. I’ve only listed a few of the beautifully doable scenarios God is 

laying out before us. Everywhere we look, we can see greater potential for the kind of 
accelerated church planting that God has taught us in our first 25 years.  

 
What will God do through us together in the next 25 years? What amazing victories 

will you and I be celebrating 25 years from now? I’ll be 84 years old! OK, I’m willing—
but the truth is, whether I live or die is not the issue. It is never about any one person. God 
is the Lord of the Harvest. Jesus said, “I will build my church.” He will do it—no matter 
how big the challenges may seem to us! 

 
The multitude of 5,000 people was probably beyond comprehension to the little 

boy who gave up his five loaves and two fish. But God loves to show that He can do 
wonders, by His own power, if we really want to be part of meeting a need! God made the 
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little boy the hero of the story, even though Jesus Himself was the manna in the 
wilderness. 

 
So here is the question before us today: What are you doing 
for the next 25 years? Are you busy? Will you let the God-
given achievements of our first 25 years inspire you for the 
next 25? 

 
You may think I am about to give you an invitation, but it is Jesus who gives the 

invitation. He says,  
 

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men!”  
“As the father has sent me, so send I you.”  
“Go into all the world and make disciples.” 
And He says through Paul, “You are ambassadors in the name of Christ.”  

 
Say yes to Jesus. Join Him and stay in step, month-by-month, year-by-year—yet 

always only one step at a time. Suddenly you will look back, and you will have lived a life 
of fruitful impact.  

• You can say yes to Jesus by upgrading your commitment in support of 
church planters in the field. 

• You can say yes to Jesus by helping with a one-time gift in our building 
campaign.  

• You can say yes to Jesus by considering a partnership in one of the new 
countries now in our sights.  

 
Whatever He leads you to do, do it. Let us follow Him together onto higher 

ground. Remember, it’s not just a building, it is so much more! It is a whole ministry 
upgrade. The Harvest is His. The resources are His. We are His. Say yes today. Say yes to 
the Harvest, with your whole life! I look forward to hearing from you soon. Thank you in 
advance! God bless you! 

 
Lost in His will, 
 
 
Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 
 
P.S. Look to the lighthouse! Higher ground! God is calling us together! Let’s go! 
 
You can see the map online at http://www.wlink.org/#!impact/mti9b 
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