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My summer-season prayer for you: 

May the goodness of the Lord be self-evident in your life 
and in the company of your loved ones! May you enjoy 

the rest and relaxation of a good summer! 

Dear Ministry Partners, 

 

The summer routine was shattered. A fun activity became a life-threatening 

situation. 

They were just a group of boys enjoying an outing. But the world held 

its breath for days, then for weeks as their death-defying drama 

developed. 

 

All eyes were on northern Thailand and the cave of Tham Luang. There is a legend 

that a beautiful princess inhabits the cave. It almost turned out to be death herself! 

 

The “Wild Boars” soccer team had decided to make a full day of it: play the game, 

do a fun cave trek, and finish the day at the house of one of the players to celebrate his 

birthday. But when they were two miles deep in the cave, monsoon rains began to pour 

from the sky. Water filled the narrow passage into the cave. Coach and team were trapped. 

 

Most of the boys didn’t know how to swim, but even if they had, long passages of 

the escape route were completely underwater. No one could swim them and survive. 

 

Panic seized the boys’ families as they learned of their children’s predicament. 

How extensive is the flooding? Has the water drowned them already? Could they have 

found a place to keep away from the waters? Will we ever see them again? 

 

Calls for help reached the highest levels of government and quickly shot across 

international borders. In England, the renowned British Cave Rescue Council got a call. 

These acclaimed “cavers” dispatched a team of seven divers to go after the boys. 

 

The joy upon finding them alive brought shouts and tears of joy to the relatives—

and to the world! The first diver to reach them had one critical question: “How many are 

you?” The answer: “Thirteen.” His exuberant one-word response: “Brilliant!” 

 



  Linking the World to a New Life in Christ 

World Link Ministries 

 

 
  972-253-6800 Office/Fax                               P.O. Box 610607, Dallas, TX 75261-0607                                            www.wlink.org 

 

But the rescue was far from over. Some 50 pumps rigged outside the cave 

couldn’t lower the water level enough for the boys to evacuate. Rescue teams scoured the 

mountain for alternative extraction points, but the cave was too deep in the heart of the 

mountain—more than 2,600 feet down. The only way out would be through the long 

flooded passage. The boys would need to wear diving gear while divers pulled them out 

through the long, treacherous passageway. 

 

Former Thai SEAL Saman Kunan, 38 years old, came out of retirement and 

volunteered for the urgent task of situating oxygen tanks along the route to keep the divers 

and their young charges alive long enough to get out. But as he worked to set up enough 

precious oxygen bottles to save the boys, he himself ran out of oxygen—and died of 

suffocation. He paid the ultimate price for the rescue. 

 

Kunan’s fellow SEALs were inspired and determined by his heroic action. “His 

determination and goodness will always be in the heart of all SEAL brothers,” they 

declared in a public statement. “We will finish your mission.” 

 

On day 18 of the crisis, with impending rains threatening to drown the boys while 

they waited, the divers knew they had to go in. A medical team suited up in scuba gear, 

made their way to the boys inside the cave, and treated them before the evacuation began. 

The boys were given a sedative in order to make the hazardous journey.  

 

Each boy was accompanied by two SEALs, fore and aft, with the lead SEAL 

carrying his oxygen bottle. A static rope marked the path all the way out of the cave. It 

took three days to evacuate all 13. But the world cheered when the last came out! 

 

It was an incredible rescue operation—a quest for life—in the dead of summer. 

 

And I couldn’t help think, again and again, of our own rescue operation . . . a 

spiritual rescue mission. Like the scene at the Thai cave which changed from a casual 

tourist activity to a serious life-or-death action, ours is not a cruise ship mentality, but a 

battleship mentality! 

 

Even as the Wild Boars’ ordeal was unfolding, I was in Spain with our team 

conducting a spiritual rescue operation—an evangelistic campaign! The parallels were 

irresistible: 

 The Thai rescue was a “globally sourced” effort. We were a team of about 40 people, 

and we had also crossed international lines from several countries. (Our team included 

people from Ecuador, Italy, Germany, Spain, Equatorial Guinea, and the U.S.!) 
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 Our mission: announcing that there is no other way of salvation—only one way! One 

died to make the rescue operation possible. He gave His life that others might live! 

 In Thailand, as each of the rescued came up out of the depths of the earth, there were 

cheers and tears of joy. Likewise, Luke 15:7-10 says there is rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repents! 

 In Thailand, a frenzy of activity was unleashed when people suddenly recognized the 

danger: those boys could die. In the same way, God wants us to become aware of the 

danger anyone faces slipping into a Christ-less eternity! 

 

This last parallel may be the most difficult. People living the “party life” have a 

hard time perceiving danger. Many these days seem quite sophisticated and look down on 

believers.  

 

I saw this with painful clarity in Spain. We had a festival each night—a fitting 

response, I believe, for anyone who just got saved!—but I saw some shaking their heads at 

us as we shared the Gospel. How can Christians be so “intellectually unaware” by 

believing the Bible? 

 

Some standing at a distance on the periphery of our festival venue, actually 

made obscene gestures toward me as I preached the Gospel. They’re in spiritual 

cardiac arrest! 

 

And it’s not just Spain. It’s everywhere—the U.S. too. Seeing those surly responses 

to the Gospel, I couldn’t help but be dreadfully aware that our own society on this side of 

the ocean is showing symptoms of the same heart condition. 

 

And yet, as the Lord has revealed to us many times over the years, negativity 

toward the Gospel is ultimately only a façade. Many years ago when my wife and I were 

considering a building in Madrid for our seminary, I began sharing the Gospel with the 

owner. He immediately cut me off. He was an agnostic, he said. 

 

I asked him what school of agnosticism he came from: Kant? Ayer? Hume? “I 

don’t go that deep,” he mumbled. I didn’t mean to “go deep,” I assured him; I just wanted 

to be able to respond to him appropriately. The man finally admitted that he was only using 

the word agnostic to avoid using an “uglier” word. What word? I asked. 

 

“Atheist,” he said. 
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So I asked if he preferred that I answer him as if he were an agnostic or as if he 

were an atheist. He turned to my wife, half pretending to quake with fear, and cried, “This 

man is going to convert me!” 

 

The real answer would have been this: He did not want an answer! He wanted to 

hide! His “agnosticism,” or “atheism,” or whatever it really was, was a façade . . . a cover-

up for the reality within . . . a lost soul, confused and frightened and desperate . . . feeling 

strong pressure from a godless culture that constantly pushes people to scorn and spurn 

Christianity. 

 

I witnessed the same phenomenon one day at the festival last week in Spain. A 

young man came to our festival booth (where we were giving out our “Wordless Book” 

bracelets which express the Gospel in simple colors). Mila, one of our graduates, was 

working at the booth. The young man told her he wanted three bracelets. 

 

Sorry, Mila replied, but we’re really only supposed to give out one per person. 

The young man blushed a bit and replied that he had two friends who wanted 

bracelets too . . . but they were hiding behind some bushes, too embarrassed to 

come out. 

 

Mila smiled and took bracelets to the other two young men. They told her they’d 

been hearing the preaching—and had actually prayed the prayer to receive Christ—but 

they were too ashamed to come forward and collect the bracelet. 

 

Mila—well trained in our seminary!—did “due diligence” by walking them 

through the plan of salvation all over again and leading them again in prayer. Only then did 

she give them the bracelets! 

 

This is a syndrome in our world today . . . people who want to do what they 

understand God wants them to do but are concerned about potential consequences . . . 

cultural consequences, financial consequences, potentially uncomfortable consequences. 

So they hide. They may even try to do in hiding what God wants them to do. 

 

As secularism takes deeper and deeper root in the U.S., we need to be aware of the 

truth: that God wants us to grow not dimmer, but bolder in our witness and our identity 

with Him! 

 

Jesus put this plainly. He said if the salt loses its saltiness, it is no longer good for 

anything but to be thrown out and be trampled in the dust. Jesus means for us to be filled 

with the attitude and mindset of the British Cave Rescue Council. Call us the Rescue 

Association of the Kingdom!  



  Linking the World to a New Life in Christ 

World Link Ministries 

 

 
  972-253-6800 Office/Fax                               P.O. Box 610607, Dallas, TX 75261-0607                                            www.wlink.org 

 

God means for us to be ready—in summer, or winter, springtime, and harvest—to 

engage in rescue operations for the souls of mankind. 

 

This is your calling, and mine, today. This is why I hope you will give generously 

right now. I thank God for your part in the drama and the rescue operations thus far.  

 

But there is more to be done.  

 

The rescue of 13 boys in Thailand took three days and no one there at any time 

felt they had done enough until the task was fully accomplished. Imagine anyone 

outside the cave saying, “We have our child; let others stay here to wait for their 

kid.” Unthinkable! 

 

No. Each of us must long for, and work for, the salvation of the next one who is 

still trapped. The cave rescue in Thailand was urgently important, but this is not just a cave 

rescue. This is a real drama of redemption—with eternal consequences. 

 

What I’m asking you to participate in today is the rescue of millions, even billions. 

We are called to engage in Christ’s Great Commission until He comes. This commission is 

to occupy us for all our lives . . . till the end of the age! 

 

Please give it your best effort as the Lord enables you. Give as generously as you 

can today. Let God move your faith to join Him on the very same rescue operation in 

which He himself is engaged every day. Here’s how Jesus put it, in John 5:17: “My Father 

is at His work until now and so I work.” 

 

I look forward to hearing from you quickly. Thank you! God bless you! 

 

So that others may live, 

 

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. Multitudes are trapped in darkness. We have the potential to rescue them! Please 

give a generous gift of compassion for the lost today. Thank you again! 

 

 


