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March 1, 2016 

 
Dearest Ministry Partner,  

 
India is on fire! Our work there is astonishing! 
 
I just visited that amazing land. In one of the most populated provinces in the north, 

I walked down a dusty road. As a village came into view in the distance, the team and I 
were greeted by the splash of beautiful colors in women’s veils: rich green, purple, yellow, 
red, pink, and mustard. 

 
When they saw us, they began singing. Four chairs were lined up for us on the 

porch outside their small building. Amid greetings and happy welcoming smiles, we were 
asked to sit down. The music continued as they proceeded to take our shoes and socks, and 
women began washing our feet! None of us had ever experienced this before. Yet it’s a 
proud tradition of their village. 

 
It was easy to preach. I spoke from Luke 7:36, with a sinful woman washing Jesus’ 

feet, then from John 13 and Jesus’ washing the disciples’ feet! The people were grinning in 
approval—the “sinful” woman of Luke 7 would have been an honorary member of their 
village! 

 
We made many new friends . . . plus a wonderful additional discovery: our ministry 

partner here has been developing schools—private schools to minister to the communities 
where they’re proclaiming the Good News. Each school already has an average of 400 
children. The goal? One thousand children per school! 

 
The “private” status of these schools allows them to be Christian—and also frees 

them to set limits on enrollment, which ensures that they operate efficiently. If they were 
open to the public, they couldn’t possibly provide for the masses of children who would 
want to attend. The requirement, therefore, is that the parents pay tuition. (How much? 
Three dollars per month!) 

 
The school-building strategy is part of the ministry group’s holistic approach to the 

community. Children are in school 30 days a month. The private Christian school model 
was made popular by the British. Teachers are members of the churches. They share with 
parents both the academic and the spiritual development of their children. Parents are also 
encouraged to participate with their children in “Sunday school”—a teaching program for 
the whole family. 

 
This “community” approach is a big win for all of us. When we arrived at another 
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village, a man saw our video equipment and wanted to know what we were doing. Vinod, 
our translator, quickly answered with the words “private school.” The man grinned and 
replied, “Welcome, go ahead.” 

 
The private-school approach is a God-gift. We are able to bless hundreds of 

communities. The children who attend represent 10 or more villages surrounding each 
school, but each village is also linked to a number of surrounding villages. By meeting 
parents’ deeply-felt need for the education of their children, the ministry is seen as a great 
asset for the region. Parents see benefits—and opportunities—for their families. 

 
Yes, persecution of Christian proselytizers has been deadly in 
the region. But the education motif is warmly welcomed and 
embraced.  
 
Forty new churches are being planted—praise the Lord! A total 
of 360 church plants are under way for 2016—and we hope to be 
ready to launch the balance of 1,000 churches in 2017. 

 
We explored the idea of construction teams going to India to help build school 

facilities. We were told they will be welcomed with open arms. To build churches would 
be a problem, but schools are sorely needed! 

 
These buildings cost a total of just $10,000 each. Land for the campus costs an 

average of $30,000. Meanwhile, the church where our feet were washed is growing; 
they’re out of room and need to add another 600 square feet to their building. Price: 
$30,000. 

 
“The school buildings are roughly the same size, maybe a little bigger,” I replied. 

“Why is this three times as much?” They smiled warmly.  
 
“See how high the church building is?” It was built as much as five feet off the 

ground. “All the fields, which you now see as green, become a lake in the rainy season. 
Members have to come by boat all the way to the church building!” Ha! Any other 
questions? 

 
They face difficulties in their world—transportation is only the beginning—yet the 

quality of their witness is sweet. These are gracious yet tenaciously determined believers. . 
. . 

 
I couldn’t help but be struck by the differences between our approaches to 
the life of faith.  
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So much of my work is academic—in the classroom there, for example, I 
was teaching “Bible study methods” and “sermon preparation.”  
 
I brought a lot of facts to the table—like the more than 75 observations that 
could be drawn from Acts 1:8—“You shall be my witnesses”—to help us to 
understand just this one critically important concept.  
 
I informed them that witnesses in Greek is martyres, from which we get our 
English-language word martyrs.  
 
Then I asked if they knew the word in Hindi: “The word is shaheed,” they 
replied. “It means to die for your faith.”  
 
In those next few moments of conversation, it became powerfully obvious 
that this concept is all too familiar to them. It is reality in their part of the 
country.  
 
Suddenly I felt awkward for dwelling on the “academics” of the text.  
 
This text was so rich in meaning for them, they could have taught me!  
 
I came away with a new perspective. . . . 
 
Perhaps they don’t “know” as much as we do, but they put their lives into 
what they do know. 

 
Over my days of teaching in India, and witnessing their lives of service for the 

Lord, I came to this very strong conclusion: India is the biggest Cuba we could ever hope 
for. These are people who know the power of “the currency of obedience”—just like the 
Cubans know it—but to an even greater degree! 

 
What we are witnessing in India is Hebrews 12:3-7 in action: 
 
“Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself, so that you 

may not grow weary or fainthearted. . . . In your struggle against sin you’ve not yet resisted 
to the point of shedding your blood. It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is 
treating you as sons. What son is there whom his father does not discipline?” 

 
In Cuba, yes, many have suffered. Some may have even paid with their freedom 

and their lives. But there is no question that in the part of India I visited last week, such 
painful payment is a daily possibility. 
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So it was a huge surprise to go into another village and see the congregation 
assembling outside the church—in plain view of villagers and passersby. A large baptistery 
had been built outside the church building . . . by the side of the road for everyone to see! 
A spectacle! I immediately thought of 1 Corinthians 4:9-10: 

 
“It seems to me that God has exhibited us apostles as last of all, like men sentenced 

to death, because we have become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men.” 
 
No place to hide!  
 
Their bold witness, their outside-the-building baptistery, show me what they’re 

made of. They’re not weak witnesses. They’re “shaheedon.” Martyrs!  
 
And you and I? We have the privilege of being their partners! 
 
Oh may God find us faithful! May we be worthy of such partners! May you and I 

recognize that we are in India with the Lord’s call on our service and our lives, come what 
may. 

 
It is a calling that extends all the way back to the early New Testament. The Indian 

city of Chennai, formerly known as Madras, is the site where, according to tradition, 
Thomas the disciple was martyred. Known as “doubting Thomas,” he saw the pierced 
hands and side of Jesus, and then followed the Lord’s call to India. A cathedral in Chennai 
commemorates his martyrdom. There was no doubting as Thomas was speared to death. . . 
. 

 
You and I are perhaps not called to be 
martyred. We are called to stand behind 
them, however, and by His grace, share in 
the reward with them! 

 
Seeing the passion of the people of India and recognizing how God divinely 

connected us to them, my heart longs for us to do our very best to be good partners to 
them.  

 
Please join me. You can pray, you can give, you can go! But whatever we do, let 

us together make a true effort to be good partners to these heroes in the hall of faith.  
 
They are the cloud of witnesses that Hebrews 12:1 refers to. It is our turn to run the 

race set before us, looking to Jesus the founder and perfecter of our faith! He calls us “not 
to grow weary or fainthearted.” The way to run is just one step at a time, one day at a time, 
one month at a time. . . . 
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Today, take the step that you should take, do your best and look to Jesus. We’re 

only responsible for what He has empowered us to do. 
 
Pray today. Give today. Do your best today. On behalf of the people of India, and 

the multitudes around the world to whom we are called, I thank you and pray God’s 
blessings on you! 

 
Inspired in His harvest, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Manny Fernandez 

 
P.S. Our brothers and sisters in India are asking us only to support them in their efforts. 

They are willing to do the work, to take every risk, to face every challenge. But they 
cannot succeed alone—they need us. Please prayerfully respond, as generously as 
you can. Thank you again! 

 
 
 


