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March 1, 2017 
 
Dear Ministry Partner, 

 
Warm greetings in the Savior’s name! I pray that your life and your loved ones may 

be in good step with the Lord . . . so that your walk may be like the light of dawn, growing 
brighter and brighter until full noon! (Proverbs 4:18) 

 
How can I describe what God is doing through your support of our work around the 

world right now? To capture it all is like watching multiple movies simultaneously! 
 
As I write these words, I’ve just returned to the U.S. from a training course in 

Spain— but a ministry excursion is still under way in India—and there’s another one 
ongoing in Cuba—and this list could go on and on! Just as the sun is always shining 
somewhere on our planet, the Son is always being glorified through our work together 
somewhere in the world! 

 
But to crystallize it for you . . . to show you in an intimate, face-to-face way the 

amazing work that the Lord is accomplishing through your generosity . . . please give me 
just three minutes to tell you three inspiring stories: 

 
I Thought Pedro Might Be Bound for  Failure! 

 
You know my heart for Spain. It’s always special to minister there. During my 

most recent visit, a group of seminary students were wrapping up their very first preaching 
course.  

 
They were eager! . . . especially because first-year students have to wait until their 

second semester before they can start actually preaching. They spend their first semester 
learning to study the Bible and acquire other basics.  

 
But their appetite for preaching is being whetted every Wednesday and Friday in 

chapel. That’s when they sit under the ministry of student-preachers who are ahead of them 
in school. As the first-semester students learn from observing their fellow-students, they 
are anxious to be up there in the pulpit themselves! 

 
This is where I met Pedro . . . and honestly, I had my doubts about this young man. 
 
Pedro is one of three brothers from Spain’s heartland. His two older brothers have 
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finished seminary already. Miguel, brother number two, is in Fort Worth Texas finishing a 
master’s degree and heading into the Ph.D. program. A few years ago, Miguel invited me 
to preach in his home church. . . . 

 
I remember him letting me know a week ahead of time that his teenage brother 

Pedro would be attending—quite a breakthrough, since Pedro was a resolute unbeliever, 
the only  
 
 
“holdout” in his entire family! Miguel knew that I would present the Gospel as part of my 
message and that I would give an invitation. 

 
Finally the moment came. I preached as the Lord gave me words. The invitation 

was given, and the first to respond was Miguel’s youngest brother Pedro! It was beautiful 
to see them embracing for several minutes, crying tears of joy over what was happening! 

 
Now fast-forward a few years: Here was Pedro at our seminary in Madrid, 

following in the steps of his two older brothers. He was excited to learn to preach. He went 
through the class, and like each student, he would have to preach a sermon in chapel in 
order to pass. 

 
I half expected a disaster. A few moments before chapel, I reviewed his sermon 

with him. Out of sympathy, I tried to tell him what he needed to do to at least get a passing 
grade. But I can’t say I believed he was “getting” it! 

 
Then—the shock. Pedro stepped up to the pulpit and, with beautiful serenity, 

proceeded to expound the Word from I Corinthians 12. He was excellent! Even third- and 
fourth-year students who struggle to bring everything together for a decent message could 
not believe their eyes. No nerves! A clear purpose! He was true to the text, and he was 
totally relevant! 

 
Pedro was one of only two students in the entire class to receive a perfect score. 

The other students flocked around him after chapel. Some wanted to congratulate him—
but others wanted him to teach them how he had prepared for such a message! 

 
After everyone had preached, Pedro asked a favor: Would I share with the class the 

outline and message I had preached the day he got saved? It was a great honor to do so. It 
was a thrill to know that through the “foolishness of preaching,” Pedro was now saved, 
safely in the family of God—and eager to pass it on! 

 
This is what Jesus had in mind all along! And this is what you are helping to 

accomplish as you send eager disciples who are called by God to go! God says, “How will 
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they go unless they are sent?” You have answered the question—you have sent them! And 
not in just one special case. Pedro is the third in just one family. But hundreds have been 
trained and sent through your faithfulness and generosity—more than 500 in Spain alone! 

 
Raul Was “Lost and Found”! 

 
I’ve lost track of many of our students over the years. It’s inevitable. But 

sometimes, a “lost” one is “found”—a happy surprise! 
 
When I arrived in Madrid, our field director told me that Raul was in town to attend 

the module I was scheduled to teach. Raul? I couldn’t remember this person. But he had 
made an appointment to talk with me while I was in town. 

 
 
 
Raul was in our seminary 10 years ago. He was one of six Argentines who studied 

for two years and quit without graduating. After they disappeared, we didn’t hear from 
them again. 

 
Until now. 
 
When I was introduced to Raul, I still didn’t recognize him! He had lost (or shaved 

off?) all his hair, and he was about 25 pounds heavier. (Of course, he might have been 
thinking similar thoughts about me!) I remembered his very young children. He showed 
me photos of them. They’re young adults now—completely unrecognizable to me. 

 
Raul proceeded to tell me his remarkable story. He was skilled as a tradesman, but 

God had closed the doors to any such job. Instead, God kept presenting ministry 
opportunities for him! So Raul finally pursued ministry instead and ultimately found 
himself invited to serve as the pastor of a church. He ministered there for nearly a decade. 
Eventually he was invited to serve as associate pastor at a different church. He’s on staff 
there to this day. They’re thinking about making him the senior pastor. 

 
But over the years, he has dealt with one great lingering regret: his failure to finish 

his four years of seminary study. He has felt very limited. Now—with his own children in 
university—he wanted to know . . . could he please come back to seminary? 

 
I told him what I felt sure you would want me to tell him: an enthusiastic YES! He 

will actually commute more than 700 miles round-trip to keep ministering to his 
congregation on weekends and still be at the seminary Tuesday to Friday each week. He so 
values the two years of training he received with us that he is willing to make this colossal 
effort in order to finish. He is already relishing the idea of Graduation Day—in May 2019, 
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Lord willing! 
 
You are a character in Raul’s story! If you were giving to this ministry 10 years 

ago, you helped him start. If you’re giving now, you’ll help him finish! You’ll help him 
minister more effectively than ever before! 

 
What Will Happen to 22 That Are Dying? 

 
One final vignette from my extraordinary time in Spain. I went up to San Sebastian, 

in the Basque country, and taught a group of local leaders which also included a few 
“imports”—three pastors whose commute to our sessions was 300 miles. Why such an 
effort? Because they were desperate. In their region are 22 churches that are dying—
because they have no pastors. Their plea is that we open up an extension in the city of 
Santander to train pastors for these 22 congregations and others. 

 
The very idea of it almost took my breath away: 22 dying churches. And yet, my 

heart rejoices! God has positioned you and me to respond! He has given us the privilege of 
producing this “product” for years—planting churches, strengthening churches, bringing 
churches back to life—and the word is out! 

 
 
 
Just imagine it! Today you and I have an opportunity 
to rescue 22 churches from a slow death, taking them 
from their dying hope back to life and vitality.  

 
What God has given us, we must not keep to ourselves! It is an asset that God has 

given to us so that we can share it. 
 
This is what you are doing through your  giving. The Lord has entrusted to us 

the stewardship of discipling nations and peoples. You are making disciples not only 
in Spain, but also in Cuba, in Ukraine, in China, and in many other  places as well! 

 
You and I are living in the thrilling reality of Jesus’ parable of the talents in 

Matthew 25. Toward the end of the story, we hear from the man who had received only 
one talent: “Master,” he said, “I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have 
not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed. So I was afraid and went out 
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.” 

 
The master blows up! “You wicked, lazy servant! . . . You should have put my 

money on deposit with the bankers so that when I returned I would have received it back 
with interest.” 
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The servant should have been diligent in a different way! 
 
The master had given each of the three servants “seed money” for them to invest 

and make a profit from. In the same way, we have a precious stewardship. And by God’s 
grace, we are seeing our God-given seed multiplied in a precious harvest where “little” is 
becoming exponentially “much”! 

 
I pray you will sow again today. “Consider this,” I Corinthians 9:6 declares: 

“whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also 
reap generously.” Experience the blessing as you give again today! Let me hear from you 
quickly, that we may keep up the great work God has begun through us! Thank you in 
advance! 

 
Rejoicing in the Soul Harvest, 

 
 
Manny Fernandez 

 
P.S. My friend, you and I have discovered where God is at work, and we have decided to 

join Him. He empowers us to work and to generate “profit” that will last for eternity. 
You have invested, and you see the fruit. The Word has gone out through your 
generosity and countless thousands have come . . . and are coming yet. Thousands are 
being trained and their ministries are multiplying exponentially.  

 
 Pedro demonstrates it. Raul demonstrates it. Many hundreds of others do likewise. 

This is the soul harvest—and you are engaging to maximize it. Thank you again! 


