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September 1, 2016 

Dear Ministry Partner,  

You and I are guided by three “I am’s” . . . great statements of identity 
by the apostle Paul in Romans 1:14-15:  

I am under obligation • I am eager • I am not ashamed!  

As ambassadors for Christ, you and I must share these same convictions, 
because we share the same responsibilities!  

In the past several days, I have witnessed the power of the three “I 
am’s.” I had the supreme privilege of being in India, shoulder-to-
shoulder with church planters and pastors who are pouring out their lives 
for the Lord and for the Gospel. They shared their eagerness, their sense 
of obligation, and their unashamed passion for the Gospel, even in the 
face of persecution, even with their lives in danger!  

On the northern border, with the most intense population density in that 
incredibly crowded nation, the heat was intense. I was thankful to hear 
that the forecast called for clouds. What I didn’t yet know was that 
“cloudy” means just as warm—but muggy. My clothes were sticking to 
me. I had to pull up my pant legs to go just a couple of steps.  

Was I miserable? Yes. Was I sorry to be there? Absolutely not. I was 
excited!  

It was an amazing blessing to be in such a remote location, multiplying 
the teaching of the Word and the impact of the Gospel! An average of 
about 70 pastors and church planters participated in our events at each of 
four sites. I was the only non-Indian.  

We also visited two church-plants, and heard testimonies of the work 
making inroads in the villages and throughout the region. And we 
baptized new believers! It was a time of rejoicing!  
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What a profound blessing to hear of the struggles of being obedient to 
the Lord in the face of various types of opposition: from their own 
relatives, as well as from townspeople who violently disapprove of the 
growth of Christian groups in their region.  

September 1, 2016  

       
Yet the believers were beaming—simply because we came. They 
washed our feet, again! They were happy because our coming to them 
means that we care and that we are standing with them as their brothers 
and sisters. This is the way it was always meant to be.  

Our coming is encouraging not only because of the teaching, but also 
because it demonstrates that we are one big family in Christ, exhibiting 
love and cares, sharing of ourselves just like it says in the Bible! (Hey, 
how about going with me on one of these trips? They would love it, and 
they would love you! They would start by washing your feet! They 
would be so happy that you came all the way just to say we love you, 
we’re standing with you!)  

As I taught, they were astonished. The Old Testament, they told me, had 
never been explained to them. It was powerful for them to finally 
understand why certain themes emerge in the New Testament.  

(The pastors in particular came to thank me afterward for these 
revelations. They’re familiar with the New Testament, and they know 
certain stories from the Old Testament, but they had never understood 
the “contracts,” the covenants, that drive the Old Testament all the way 
to and through the New Testament. They were positively impressed all 
over again with the Word of God!)  

And then came perhaps the most momentous meeting . . . over the space 
of three days. Our leading partner in the India ministry flew up from a 
distant province to report on the overall work. Let me give you the 
bottom line first: His excitement continues to grow! The concept of 
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“accelerated church planting” is great, but when you see the reality of 
what it produces, that is the greatest!  

He shared that growth is taking place in every province where we are 
working . . . and, in his own words, “there’s a bit of a queue.” We would 
call it a waiting list—church planters, urgently hoping and praying that 
they’ll be able to get started soon. It reminds me of Cuba years ago! We 
never asked that they start a waiting list—in Cuba or in India—it just 
happened, as people felt the leading of the Lord and reported that they 
intended to give their lives to this ministry, as soon as we would have 
them!  

Put us to work!, they cry. Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send 
workers to the harvest field! These dear brothers and sisters believe that 
if we pray as Jesus directed, God will reveal to them that their calling is 
genuine and that we will find a way to put them to work.  

Meanwhile, once again, God’s love knows no national boundaries. Our 
partner shared with believers in Myanmar (formerly Burma) our concept 
of accelerated church planting, and told them how well it is working out 
in India. “They’re all excited!” he exclaimed. “They want you to come 
and explain it yourself! They feel that this will work wonderfully in their 
country as well!”  

Other partners in ministry, especially in the north of India, are constantly 
focused on Nepal. He has told the Nepalese about our ministry strategy, 
and they also want to be part of it. “When can we go?” he asks!  

And all of this took place in the summer—supposedly the slowest time 
of year!  

What could I say to them? The need is great. I know that God is greater 
than the need. But I look at our books, and I realize that friends have 
been occupied with summertime activities. We came to the end of 
August with a deficit of $66,000.  
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Yes, it is hard to believe. Everything in our ministry seems to be 
enjoying tremendous success. We are seeing enthusiastic responses 
around the world, and the blessings of the Lord everywhere we look. But 
summertime seems to distract many from the harvest . . . even though, 
ironically, harvest comes in the summer!  

Please understand, my dear friend, there is no guilt trip intended here. 
This is just a call to renew our focus . . . look to the Lord to empower us, 
so we can take care of this need and go on to the opportunities before us.  

I am reminded of a carefully composed letter I received from a group of 
believers in Cuba years ago. I had promised our friends in Cuba that 
there would be no more waiting lists . . . that by faith we would support 
church planters all over that island nation. But raising the support was 
taking time, so they finally decided to write me, very diplomatically:  

“We mean no pressure,” they said. “The Lord will probably show you 
the great task that remains and will lead you to add more workers.” They 
went on to say that they wanted to be among the next group of church 
planters assigned. Then, at the end of the letter came the kicker: “For 
your information,” they wrote, “there are 50 of us.”  

Fifty church planters just waiting for a green light!  

That same day, a friend of our ministry here in the U.S. asked me how 
the work was going. I had to laugh. “It’s going so well, I can’t stop it!” I 
replied.  

The next day, this dear friend handed me an envelope. “Hire the 50,” he 
said. Inside the envelope was the entire first month’s budget for all 50 
church planters. Within 24 hours, church planters were put to work in 
the field!  

To this day, I thank God for that man. In the very first round of their 
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work, the 50 workers planted 150 new churches! But the rest of the 
story is more problematic. Our friend never gave to our ministry 
again. I prayed and worked like crazy to keep funds flowing to those 50 
church planters.  

Yet as I repeatedly told the story of that first gift, other friends came to 
“own the blessing” of those 50 workers . . . to partake in the blessing of 
their 150 church plants, and the multiplied ministry that has flowed from 
them since that day.  

Orphan blessings! What a great concept! One who gave birth to the work 
is no longer there . . . but others come along to love, to care, to give, to 
sacrifice, to pray, to cheer the work on, as if it has been their own from 
the very beginning!  

This is my prayer for the days ahead . . . that you and many other friends 
will adopt “orphan blessings” as we emerge from the summer months 
and into the heavy-duty ministry season of the fall. I thank God for the 
promise of Psalm 127:2—that “God gives to his beloved even in their 
sleep.” Now it’s time to shake off the slumber of summer and fully 
engage in the work God has given us to do!  

    
Sometimes, after a vacation, we dread going back to our job. What went 
wrong while I was away? What messes will I have to clean up? What 
kind of a backlog will I have to deal with? But with the Lord by our side, 
we have “solutions for living”! As we honor Him, as we seek first His 
kingdom and His righteousness (Matthew 6:33), He makes us a huge 
promise: All the things that make us lose sleep . . . all the things we 
need, that we’re worried about obtaining . . . will be added unto us!  

Today I warmly invite you to seek first His kingdom by giving 
generously toward this harvest work. We need you . . . because 
multitudes need Jesus!  

One more brief thought: I did not bring you a desperate plea in June at 
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the end of our fiscal year. By God’s grace, and with the faithful help of 
friends like you, we finished our ministry’s fiscal year in the black. In 
fact, you didn’t hear a plea for help the prior June, either. God has been 
good. His people have been faithful.  

Only today, after a summer of rest and relaxation for many of our 
friends, do we find ourselves with a deficit. Today, there are orphan 
blessings to be claimed.  

Please prayerfully consider giving generously to help us erase our 
shortfall and move at full strength into the critical fall season of 
ministry. I believe God has scheduled victories for us together in this 
new ministry year! We see tremendous potential in India, in Cuba, in 
Ukraine, in Spain, and the list goes on. What will God do through us? 
Let’s see!  

Affectionately in the family,  

 

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez  

P.S. Let us be guided today—together, in Christ—by the same three 
great “I am’s” that guided Paul: I am under obligation • I am eager • I 
am not ashamed! Your generous gift today will make these three 
powerful statements to a world in need. Thank you in advance for doing 
all you can for the sake of the harvest today! God bless you!  

 
 
 
 


