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May 1, 2011 
 

 
 
Dearest Friends, 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you and your loved ones according to His Great Shepherd skills—may 
you not want! 

 
We are in the home stretch before the summer and its many activities!  I am writing from Madrid where 

we are busy with end-of-the-year events.  Here are a few of the “to-do” items in my near future. . . . 
 

• Teach homiletics for two weeks 
• Prepare for graduation exercises in Madrid 
• Preach in two chapels and church on Sunday 
• Prepare fall retreats for ministry friends in the United States 
• Survey ministry foundations in India 
• Make ministry presentation in the San Francisco area 
• Participate in graduation at Madrid seminary 
• Preach at graduation in an Israeli seminary 
• Prepare and start building acquisition strategy for Madrid 
• And . . . attend my daughter’s graduation from medical school! 
• Plus some other duties, but not at the same level of significance! 

 
I think you get the picture—and these are the agenda items for just the next six weeks.  I’m not even 

talking about the summer yet!  And summer is going to be amazing . . . full of events which we hope and pray 
will reap a great soul harvest through evangelism! 

 
Please understand: I’m not sharing our jam-packed schedule in order to arouse your pity or guilt.  I share 

it to ask you to help us keep up with the ministry momentum—and avert a financial shortfall in the midst of it all! 
 
I am reminded of what Paul said to Timothy: “Do your best to come before winter. . .” (2 Timothy 

4:21).  Paul counted deeply on his ministry partner.  He wanted Timothy by his side in this final stage of his life, 
as Paul’s execution was imminent.  Any delay on Timothy’s part would burden Paul all the more—since friends 
had already abandoned him in his final defense. 

 
“Come before winter” has inspired a number of messages and books not only because of the sad drama of 

the apostle’s final days, but also because of the profound symbolism of the statement.  Borrowing from Paul, my 
request to you today is this: 
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“Come Before Summer!” 
 
Before we’re pulled into the “dog days” of summer, we need to make provision for the summer harvest: 

“He who gathers crops in summer is a wise son,” Proverbs 10:5 says.  So before we enter the irregular summer 
months please consider the help we need and our reasons for addressing those needs now. 

 
The first reason is the graduations we need to conduct to bring the year to a close in different countries.  

Graduation exercises pose a number of additional costs, even though we make every possible effort to keep costs 
to a minimum.  Simply by virtue of the fact that the value of the dollar is low in international markets, even our 
simple expenses can be driven up by 50 percent. 

 
Of course, it’s also a time of celebration! Our joy is that we have great students who are ready to start in 

ministry full-time.  One example is a wonderful couple from Argentina, for example—Hector and Noelia.  The 
combined spiritual leadership that the two of them have exercised during their four years in seminary has been 
one of the most rewarding fruits seen in this ministry. . . . 

 
Hector has the disciplines and the demeanor of a pastor.  His wisdom has developed well beyond his 

years.  Noelia has strong gifts as well.  She is the firstborn of four sisters: Her father died while she was an 
adolescent, and Noelia and her mother worked to sustain the family and raise her three sisters.  Noelia’s maternal 
instinct and her courageous leadership are a tremendous complement to her husband’s pastoral gifts. 

 
Truly, each of the graduates has tremendous promise.  There isn’t space here to write about Fernando and 

his already international ministry.  Fernando, unbeknown to us, had already developed a ministry in India before 
he knew we were looking to start an orphanage there. 

 
And then there’s Veronica.  She is a miracle of God.... 
 
She heard our students proclaiming the gospel in “the heart of the heart” of Spain, a square known as 

Puerta del Sol.  This site marks the zero-kilometer point of each and every highway in Spain.  Because Puerta del 
Sol is so centrally located, it is a popular spot for rallies and a meeting point for many people. . . . 

 
Ernest Hemingway, who lived in and loved Spain, was fascinated with this central square in downtown 

Madrid.  Hemingway told a true story about a father who took out a personal ad in El Pais. 
 

The father’s message was simple:  
 
“Paco, all is forgiven. Meet me at Puerta del Sol at noon on Tuesday.  
Papa.”  
 
Hemingway said the square was filled with young men named “Paco” 
who were longing for reconciliation with their fathers! 

 
In a very real sense, Veronica drew near to hear the message of reconciliation from The Father.  She 

received the Lord as she heard the message directly applied to her by a student named Julia.  Veronica was then 
discipled and enrolled in our seminary.  Her four years among us have been a continuous reminder and an 
inspiration that there are many, many Veronicas—just as there are many “Pacos”—who need to hear the message 
of reconciliation. 
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Veronica has distinguished herself as a very clearly aware Christian who jumped from darkness to light 
and to the enlightenment of knowing the intricacies of the Christian faith.  She has excelled in preaching to 
women; the secret is that when she shares, it is her heart which opens up and reveals her love for the Lord and for 
His Word. 

 
Veronica met Matías here at the seminary.  These two wonderful young adults are planning to be married 

in the near future.  Matías will also graduate in a few weeks—and I could tell you much about him, but I will limit 
myself to saying this: We would like to keep him as a professor! 

 
The students alone . . . going into ministry . . . and the lives they will touch in the years ahead . . . would 

be reason enough to ask for your help at the end of the school year. 
 
But there’s more. . . . 
 
We are also looking ahead to the evangelistic campaigns.  We can quite literally point to thousands of 

people who have been saved during the campaigns of past summers.  
 
Powerful evangelistic ministry will take place in several venues in Cuba during July.  Family conferences 

will be held in three different parts of the country: in the central region of Villa Clara, in a city east of the center 
called Camagüey, and in the eastern city of Bayamo.  

 
These events will deliver strong biblical teaching for healthy families—and present the gospel as the 

gateway into those relationships.  Simultaneously in the east, we will be celebrating a large Vacation Bible School 
where parents and children will participate in different classes and hear the gospel in different formats.  We have 
conducted these programs in other locations and have seen wonderful responses to the gospel and many, many 
professions of faith. 

 
We’ll also be ministering in Spain with four campaigns this summer, and in Ukraine with multiple 

evangelistic activities in 25 towns and cities. 
 
I could go on—but I don’t want to overwhelm you! 
 

And yet, on top of all of this ministry work, there is still one extremely 
important task:  
 
We need to enlist the help of believers such as yourself.  
 
If we don’t do this, the other work slows down . . . and it can even come 
to a complete stop. 
 
God made it this way.  We need you.  The people on the field need you.  

 
God, who could do it ALL Himself, wanted you and me in the equation.  As Paul wrote, “How can they 

preach unless they are sent?” (Romans 10:15).  God made you and me and them part of the equation!  It’s just like 
with the heroes of the faith described in Hebrews 11: they did not quite achieve what they sought because “God 
had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect (Hebrews 11:40, 
emphasis added).” 
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So we need you . . . and they need you.  God wants all of us—they and you and us—together on this: The 
Great Soul Harvest! 

 
That is why I’m writing today and asking you to please make provision so that we can walk together . . . 

through the end of this fiscal year and this summer! 
 
Let us hear from you with a gift . . . to help us finish this school year well, and be able to make it a 

summer of harvest. 
 
A dream provision would be to receive $100,000 to finish the school year and have a glorious harvest 

time this year.  
 
Please make a special effort to walk with us this summer.  Please give—or pledge—a special gift for each 

one of the summer months. 
 
In any event, let us hear from you so that we can work with them to reach tons of “Pacos” and 

“Veronicas” and many other names yet to be written in the Book of Life! 
 
On their behalf, I thank you! 

 
Working with them for you, and for the lost, and for the King, 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 
P.S. I think of our dear Hector and Noelia.  I think of the awesome impact of their ministry already—and what 

God has in store for them.  What would have happened if, in that moment of inspiration, someone had 
chose not to give, to reach them or to make their ministry education possible? “Come Before Summer!”  
Help us reach more people like them . . . for the sake of God’s kingdom.  Thank you again!  God bless you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


