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November 4, 2011 

Dear Friends of World Link, 
  

Warm greetings to you and your loved ones as we draw close to times of Thanksgiving and celebration 
of the birth of our Savior. May the Lord in His faithfulness help you to have a very strong finish in your 
work and in His service. 

 
I am grateful to the Lord and to you for our partnership in this exciting ministry of reaching people with 

the Gospel, discipling them, and equipping them to reach and serve others.  
 
Our high-level training ministry in Spain just began its new academic year. We are excited to have 

received a wonderful new group of students, each of whom I got to know personally by teaching them the 
first module in their seminary-level education. 

 
As in every ministry journey I take, I try to maximize every minute I spend in the country. As I traveled 

to the different corners of Spain, I witnessed a culture in moral decay, uncertain of its future, and facing 
economic challenges that make many people ask the question, “Isn’t there more to life than this?” 

 
Here are a few sobering facts about the situation we are facing in Spain: 
 

• The beautiful city of Barcelona has become the gay capital of Europe. The gay community was 
granted permission to erect a life-size gay statue on the sidewalk across the main entrance from 
Gaudi’s world famous Sagrada Familia cathedral. This world famous cathedral in the heart of 
Barcelona is blatantly desecrated by the “in your face” statue of the gay community! 
 

• Prostitutes line the highway leading into coastal cities, trying to lure customers. You can’t go 50 
yards without encountering one or more. In other countries, they are referred to as “ladies of the 
night,” but here the title would not apply. They were out to attract customers on a bright and sunny 
Saturday morning. Nothing can open your eyes to see the need like blatant reality in broad daylight!  

 
• The presidential race debate is on gay marriage and is getting lots of attention.  

 
I am not sure how all this strikes you, but I think we all would agree that the culture is sinking in moral 

decadence. Secularism has left the great people of Spain wandering in a wasteland of moral uncertainty. 
 

But God always offers hope when culture does not 

God is at work amid the moral ruins of Spain. Whether in Barcelona or the Basque country or the cities 
in the south or central regions, every one of our graduates is reporting unprecedented growth. The Lord is 
blessing their congregations and ministries, shining light in darkness. This is the very setting into which the 
Apostle Paul walked 2000 years ago. From homosexuality to prostitution to secular power brokering, Paul 
saw what we see. And he boldly proclaimed the Gospel – and the world began to change! 

 
We are grateful for the bright hope that we have in the new group of students the Lord has brought to us 

this year. The incoming class that started this fall gives us around 70 students for the year in our three 
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programs. This is a great blessing when you realize that the average attendance in other evangelical 
institutions is between 10 and 15 students. 

 
We are thrilled at the fact that our students start their year with a strong commitment to evangelism and 

church planting as well as a great disposition to study. It was a thrill to see that, after only four days, the 
students were able to answer and interact with the complex arguments with a great degree of understanding.  

 
Let me introduce you to a few of the people having a great impact in Spain. 
 

• Miguel Angel, the second member of his family to attend our seminary, is distinguishing himself in a 
wonderful way in the understanding and reasoning of the arguments (apologetics) for our faith. When 
asked about his opinion on the course I was privileged to teach, he said: “I only wish I could run into 
my philosophy teacher of a few years ago!” He certainly has a heart for the Lord and high integrity in 
the study and the handling of the concepts. He is going to make a wonderful pastor! 

 
• David, Miguel Angel’s brother who graduated a few years ago, is currently working for the Billy 

Graham Association in Spain. David travels the country opening up networks for a national 
evangelistic campaign called “Mi Esperanza” (My Hope). The campaign has already led thousands 
of people to Christ.  

 
• Unai and Rebekah, who just added a sweet baby girl to their family, are a dynamic couple who are 

adding spiritual children to God’s family as well. They moved their church from its former facility 
because the auditorium was not large enough, even with two services! The new auditorium is now 
full again even though it is almost three times the size of the former one! 

 
When we consider the need of the country and of the continent of Europe, and when we see that the 

scores of graduates and students are making a big difference through the Gospel in their communities, we 
know we are on the right path!  

 
From beachhead to broader, deeper ministry 
 

We know that the more we can train, the bigger the impact and the greater the change is going to be. We 
have taken the beachhead that God has opened for us, and I firmly believe it will continue to open up wider 
and deeper as we pour our effort into it. 
 

Our seminary – really yours and ours – in Spain is an institution for the training and deployment of 
servant leaders. It is also a center for church planting and church revitalization. It teaches in word and in 
deed. It is not merely an academic institution but a resource and a leader in the evangelization of Spain and 
the re-evangelization of Europe. It is doing an amazing work. 

 
Limitations on student enrollment must be overcome. 
 

Even though our seminary is one of the brightest lights in Spain, we are forced to enroll a reduced 
number of applicants because of the costs involved in training them. We have more people applying even 
now. But we are financially unable to admit more right now. 
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One need is a new housing venue. We have no more room for students, and so we have a waiting list of 
qualified believers who want to be trained, discipled, and equipped to reach their country for Christ.  

 
A bold, New Testament vision 
 

Our vision is to make the Madrid seminary a resource center for the re-evangelization of Europe. I knew 
from the very beginning that even the Apostle Paul knew he had to train others to reach his world. So I was 
convinced from the beginning that our seminary in Madrid would be a lifetime work dedicated to reaching 
the lost souls of Europe. 

 
This perception of course is not a mere matter of personal opinion or evaluation. The biblical precedent 

was set by Jesus in Luke 13:18-21 when He told the parable about the mustard seed and the yeast.   
 

 Then Jesus asked, “What is the kingdom of God like? What shall I compare it to? It is like 
a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his garden. It grew and became a tree, and the 
birds perched in its branches.”  

Again he asked, “What shall I compare the kingdom of God to? It is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”  

 
When compared to the many other undertakings that come across our path, the Lord’s work may seem 

like the least of the enterprises, but it will become the greatest by far. And the Word of God guarantees our 
efforts and investments in this auspicious enterprise. 

 
When we think of the need in Spain and Europe, it may seem like a daunting task. But the proper 

perspective is that God is at work in many contexts and many hearts and He will win the day. He is much 
bigger than the daunting task! Our efforts in Him will meet with success in spite of small beginnings. If you 
don’t believe me, when you get to heaven, ask the 11 disciples that Jesus left behind to do his work. And 
praise God, He raised up a 12th on the road to Damascus! 

 
Your gift today is an investment in people who can help change Europe! 
 

The investments in the lives of the students who are at the beginning stage of their career in the service 
of the Lord are precious seeds that will grow and multiply and diversify throughout the masses of Spain and 
Europe. I am already amazed to see some who are doing a work that spreads over several countries.  

 
As we are at the end of the year, I would like to ask you to consider the eternal opportunity of investing 

in the lives of these wonderful servants and the re-evangelization of Europe. There is no question that God is 
in it. “This is good, and pleases God our Savior, who wants all people to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:3-4). God has made His will very clear! 

 
As you consider a strong finish for this year, will you help us to redouble our efforts in Spain?  
 

Will you sponsor workers in the needy fields of Spain and Europe?  
 

We need scholarships to catch up to the need for funding the many who have come to us this year. We 
need housing to provide for those who are in crowded quarters. 
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The average scholarship per student is $200.00 per month. One full year’s scholarship is 
$2,000. The rental of an apartment for four students is $1,200 per month, $12,000 per year. 

 
We are grateful for your help to the ministry on a monthly basis. We thank God for you who, month to 

month, are engaged in this ministry partnership already.  
 

As you reflect on how God has blessed you this year, will you consider making a special Thanksgiving 
gift for our training ministry in Spain?  

 
May God bless you and guide you in your desire to be used by Him in His glorious enterprise. 

 
Resolute in the Harvest, 
 
 
 

 
      Dr. Manny Fernandez 
 
P.S. Maybe you can sponsor a student for a month. Or even a year. Or provide housing. Or, maybe you are 
called to be a special prayer partner. Please stand with us in grace! 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	   	  


