
  

 

 

  

 

      July 1, 2020 

 
 

In these turbulent times, my daily prayer that you will be safe and happy in the Lord’s care. 

May He bring wonderful peace and a happy pace of life to you and your loved ones. 

 

Dear Ministry Partner, 

In the midst of chaos—where is God? Where is hope? 

 

I bring you good news! God is at work . . . even in the most difficult regions of the world. 

 

Let me take you to two “hot spots”—coronavirus hot spots AND ministry hot spots. . . . . 

 

In India, in the natural, yes, it’s grim. 

 

I just talked with our coordinator in Northern India, and the outlook is very challenging.  

 

➢ Every day they are seeing thousands of new cases.  

➢ In the big cities, the virus is multiplying in alarming ways.  

➢ Experts now say India’s infection rate won’t peak until mid-August or even September—

even though there have been stringent efforts to slow down the infections. 

➢ The severe three-month-long lockdown has begun to ease, but in some areas the government 

has mandated house arrest where known cases could spread the virus. 

 

So, what’s the good news? We have photos of hundreds of smiling faces—people we’ve 

helped by delivering food and the Good News of the Gospel. Thanks to the generosity of caring 

friends like you here in America, thousands have been spared from agonizing hunger and 

hopelessness. And—more help is on the way! 

 

Most beautiful of all is this: The hearts of the people are wide open to the Lord. They are 

hungry in more than body. They are hungry in spirit. Our workers in India are finding that people 

warmly welcome any conversation that offers hope! 

 

As you give generously to this ministry, you set in motion the divine fulfillment of 

Christ’s words in Matthew 5:6 NASB: “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

for they shall be satisfied.” 

 

Even in the most difficult parts of India, we see God at work. One of the toughest places 

is a “city on a hill.” Not the inspiring city of American history: This is a very different city, half a 

world away. . . . 

 

This is a hill swarming with people. A labyrinth of streets in a tangle of different 

directions. Utterly depressing slum conditions. A “house” is typically nothing more than a single 

bedroom with a single bed and a barrel to hold water. Typically, a whole family lives in this 

room. Even the term “lives” is questionable. This hardly seems like living. 

 



Family members spend the day in the streets, desperate to bring some sort of help back to 

the family—everyone except the mother, that is. She stays behind, using the bed for prostitution. 

It’s her only hope of contributing, of helping her family stay alive. In many families, the father is 

already sick, so sick that he can’t work. 

 

The entire “city on a hill” is generally known by 

another familiar name: the “red-light district.” 

 

In these days of pandemic, of course, the mother fears infection—of herself, and thereby 

of her whole family. But she feels she has no choice. The desperation is almost beyond our 

imagining. The very way in which these families are striving to stay alive is threatening to bring 

them sickness and death. And coronavirus is only the latest, most vicious curse. It’s estimated 

that more than half of these people already carry HIV. 

 

Many here are not Indian; they came from Nepal, hoping to find work in the big cities of 

India, which is the world’s fifth-largest economy. Now, the cruelty of COVID-19 has driven 

them to long for home—yet going home is impossible. The $44 per person fare for the bus trip— 

which takes up to 43 hours—is beyond the capacity of any family. The average family would 

need more than $250. 

 

Our ministry coordinator in the red-light district tries to help to the extent that funds are 

available. But the question of who gets to leave and who must stay behind is agonizing. Nothing 

in the “city on a hill” is easy or straightforward. 

 

Yet in this ugly place, one of the oldest and largest red-light districts in all of Asia, we are 

sharing hope through Jesus Christ. A small Christian-owned “factory” has been launched, 

employing women who are eager to leave prostitution behind. 

 

Meanwhile, we find ourselves ministering in Nepal as well. Again and again, the Spirit 

of God has drawn us to this small, mountainous country. We’ve already dug three bore wells in 

Kathmandu, thanks to generous donors in the U.S. And we’re training pastors on the border of 

India and Nepal, with pastors from both countries attending. 

 

Pastors from Nepal have told us that if we were to bring our program to Nepal, no fewer 

than 100 pastors would join us! I believe them—because I have seen the incredible passion of the 

Christians in Nepal. When we first set up pastor training in the south of India, seven pastors 

traveled more than 40 hours by train in order to participate! May you and I follow the Lord so 

passionately—no matter how far He leads us!  

 

The other “hot spot” on our radar today is Brazil.  

 

➢ Just three days ago, Brazil reported 37,000 new COVID cases in a single day.  

➢ As I write, the case numbers have just surpassed 1.1 million—with the strong likelihood of 

many more unreported cases. 

➢ The nation’s infection rate has not peaked yet. Experts say they’ll hit 50,000 cases a day by 

August, maybe even July. If the trend of just a few days ago continues, it could be even 

worse. 

➢ New cemeteries are being excavated to accommodate so many corpses; some look eerily like 

Arlington National Cemetery. 

➢ Yet Brazil’s testing ratio is only one-twentieth of what it needs to be. 

➢ Still, many in Brazil, even high ranking officials are defiant, labeling orders from the 



Brazilian Ministry of Health as a “fear campaign.” 

 

Yet here again, we have the privilege of representing our Savior. 

 

In Brazil’s northeastern region—the second-most COVID-ravaged part of the nation—we 

have more than 80 students and partners in church-planting. Please pray with me for Brazil! Pray 

that the Lord will intervene and stop the calamity, as He did in 2 Samuel 24. 

 

Against this grim backdrop, we are launching a course to teach pastors how to lead their 

churches in times of crisis—providing training once a week for five weeks. We trust that the 

Lord will use it in a mighty way. Pray with me that those of us involved in the program be like 

clay in the Potter’s hands! 

 

In all of this, still we have cause to celebrate. The Lord has given us the privilege of 

playing a significant role in the world in this historic moment. Not that you and I are of any 

consequence by ourselves. But we are honored to serve as the clay! I am grateful that the One, 

the Potter, the Protagonist has called us alongside to fulfill assignments as He sees fit. It is a 

great blessing to be part of something this big! 

 

These days, I think often of Jesus’s affirmation in John 5:17: He declares that His Father 

is “working until now, and I Myself am working.” It’s a blessing to be part of something bigger 

than our lives. . . . 

 

➢ A lawyer friend of mine joined in ministry to India. What led him and his wife to make this 

decision? He tells me they had nothing in their experience that was “bigger than their lives.” 

This was it. 

➢ General Patton told his troops that by joining in the grand campaign in which they were 

embarking, they would have something to tell their grandchildren: a story of being at the 

heart and center of the conflict . . . not merely on the sidelines. 

➢ You, too, are working. You are involved in something bigger than your own life, not merely 

on the sidelines and not merely concerned with the immediate, but rather with the eternal! 

 

I thank you for your partnership in this great campaign. The present chapter, in which we 

are living, is titled “COVID-19.” But the overarching story is The Drama of Redemption.  

 

Each of us in this drama plays a unique role. You have the advantage of executing your 

role right from there, at home, where you’re planted. You partner with workers in the field who 

know the local language, know the people and the culture; they have a love and a passion for 

their countrymen. 

 

▪ These workers couldn’t do what you do. They probably don’t know the first thing 

about your work.  

▪ You probably know relatively little about their culture or their language.  

▪ But God has paired us with each other, linking our vastly different skill sets to 

achieve perfect synergy in the hands of the Lord!  

▪ We have seen this divine synergy working powerfully for decades in our target 

countries! 

 

Today, I hope you will reaffirm your role as a member of our Pandemic Solutions Team. 

God is at work; Jesus is at work too; the Spirit supplies the power for the whole enterprise. We 

must be at work as well! We are part of His forever family, doing a work that will last forever. 



This is what He has appointed us for, to bear much fruit, the type of fruit that remains. 

 

➢ Our coordinator in India is under house arrest. Someone on the fifth floor of his multi-

family dwelling came down with COVID; no one comes in or goes out. Yet he will not be 

deterred! He conferred with me yesterday; we are working on the next cycle of aid and 

evangelism and gave the order to mobilize the team! 

 

➢ Pastors across Brazil’s four time zones are confined to their towns and villages, yet many 

are attending our five-week course on Zoom about how to lead their churches in times of 

adversity! 

 

➢ You are at home where God has settled you and rooted you that you may bear fruit. 

Everything is ready! Now we just need to go into action. 

 

Paul said in jail, “I want you to know brethren, that my circumstances have turned out for 

the greater progress of the gospel. . . .” He goes on to give details of how the Lord is using even 

the small details of his confinement, (Philippians 1:12-14). Yes! Our confinement is for Christ.  

 

Let me hear from you soon. Thank you! God bless you! 

 

May the harvest be plentiful indeed! 

 

  

 

Dr. Manny Fernandez 

 

P.S. If ever there was a moment for Galatians 6:9, this is it: “Let us not lose heart in doing good, 

for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.” We’re tired of COVID, and tired of 

its economic side-effects. But God has given us beautiful, valuable work and rewards.  

 

 Everything is ready! It is time for us to act! Thank you again, for being such a faithful 

partner in ministry! 


